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manded, now the King was returned from Hanover, that he
would punish those brigands, who had taken so many French
ships, whose complaints, though often repeated, had still been
disregarded. It demanded restitution. That granted, the
court of Versailles would be ready to treat with us. In
answer to this memorial, France was charged as the aggressor,
by her encroachments in America. Restitution of territory
on their part was demanded, before any reparation would
be offerred on our side.

We had begun the war with flippancy, the Duke of New-
castle’s general exordium, which he was not wont to prosecute
with firmness: an unexpected event broke out, which ac-
counted for his continuing to act with resolution. The Rus-
sians had been listed in our quarrel to awe the King of
Prussia, and then our ministers dreaded the awe they had
given. The opposition too, it was probable, intended to in-
flame his resentments on the Russian treaty : to obviate which,
Mechell, the .Prussian minister, had been assured, that nothing
hostile was meant against his master ; that if any word of that
cast had slipped in, it was hoped he would excuse it: that we
had no thought of giving him the first provocation. This had
been taken well. 'We followed it with proposing to that prince
a treaty of guarantee for the Empire. He changed the latter
word for Germany, because formerly the Low Countries had
been reckoned into the Empire, and he would not be involved
in a war for them. He desired that the .treaty so modified
might be returned to him directly, that he might show it to
the Duc de Nivernois, whom France was sending to engage
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himself to say the gentleman, and the house laughing, Sir
George said, « If he is not my friend, it is not my fault.” Pitt
was sore in his turn; and the dialogue continued, with great
professions of- esteem from Lyttelton, of contempt from Pitt ;
who at last grew into good-humour; but with regard to the
imputation of eloquence, said, he found there were certain
ways of answering certain men.

A day was spent without any issue on the vice-treasurer-
ship of Ireland, which had been lately split into three, to make
a disposition for‘Ellis: the other two were lords. George
Grenville questioned whether a third sharer could sit in par-
liament, consistently with the act which forbids subdivisions
of places. The debate, after some hours, was put off till

inquiry could be made in Ireland, whether this partition was

novel or not.

28th.—The government proposed to parliament to bestow
120,000/ as a reward on such persons and-colonies of North
America, as had distinguished their zeal and activity on the
new commotions. Five thousand pounds was ' particularly
destined to Sir William Johnson, the avenger of Braddock.
Charles Townshend, with great warmth, opposed the gross sum,
unless it was to be accounted for. Pitt pursued the attack,

and said, we had a disjointed ministry, who united only in

corrupt and arbitrary measures. Fox replied with great spirit,
thanking Pitt for the great service he did him by his attacks,
and assuring him that he knew of no disunion; that he be-
lieved Pitt himself did not, or he would join with one part of
the administration against the other, as he had done formerly.-
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A little event happened that demonstrated the mischiefs
produced. by the marriage act: one Grierson, a minister, was
convicted of solemnizing matrimony contrary to that law. No
fewer than 1400 marriages were said to be dissolved on his
conviction, in which number 900 women were actually preg-
nant. The chancellor triumphed in punishing so many who
had dared to contravene his statute: a more humane man
would have sighed to have made such numbers suffer even by
a mecessary law.

On the next affair, though of very little importance, seven
tedious days were wasted in the House of Commons, besides a
debate in the Lords. Like other fuel for opposition, the sub-
ject, when it had once passed into a bill, was never remem-
bered more. Lvery topic is treated in parliament as if the
liberty and fate of the country depended upon it: and even
this solemnity, often vented on trifles, has its use. The cer-
tainty of discussion keeps administration in awe, and preserves
awake the attention of the representatives of the people.
Ministers are, and should be, suspected as public enemies:
the injustice arising to them, or the prejﬁdice to the country
by such jealousy, can hardly ever be adequate to the mischief
they may do in a moment, if too much is left to their power,
if too much trust is reposed in their integrity. - But to the
point in question. One Prevot, a refugee adventurer, recom-
mended by the Princess of Orange, had ingratiated himself
with the Duke, and was countenanced by him in a proposal of
raising four Swiss battalions to be blended with new levies
in our colonies, and employed in North America: the com-
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the race, again resumed it : asked Lord Barrington if he would
presume to say that there were actually 3000 men in arms in
America? would he add paper to paper? He himself should
pity Lord Loudun, if stated as a commander of sufficient
force! He professed being hostile to no man, was friendly to
his King and country; but the inadvertence of his Majesty’s
ministers had brought his age to the brink of destruction—yet
it was no comfort to look back and blame; it was a pleasure
to try to be of service. There had been a long series of
ignorance, and incapacity, and collusion, since the treaty of
Aix; our ministers had gone on, hardly complaining, quite
acquiescing! Lord George Sackville spoke very sensibly on
the situation of affairs, with some reproof on ministers, but
charging more on the defects of the constitution of our
colonies, which ought to have one power established there, as
the Irench government in their settlements is one. On the
Pensylvanian Quakers he was more sharp, and with great
reason ; they had defeated every plan of defence, were careless
against the I'rench, acrimonious out of season against their
governor, and had passed a militia law, which they meant
should be ineffectual. The estimate, amounting to 81,000?.,
was voted without a division.

The next day, Lord Barrington moved for leave to bring in
the bill, and explained the restrictions it was to contain. Pitt
thanked the ministry for having departed from their first plan,
which had been calculated to consist entirely of foreigners :
yet he aseribed the honour of this mitigation to the op-
position made, and said, that ever since they had heard the
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armed with arbitrary power, and with that majority of which
he had heard so much, bring him to the bar: and he told him,
it was the characteristic of the present administration to break
the act of settlement for pretended utility; and in this case
the utility was so small, that it was stabbing that act with a
bodkin. Fox answered, that he should be ashamed to think
this scheme had been altered for Pitt’s objections; and asked
how it was possible to debate, without urging the expedience
of what was contended for? that Pitt had asked what pledge
of fidelity these foreigners were to give—in three centuries
what Swiss had ever betrayed any country? With regard to

the dismission of Sir Harry Erskine, no apology was necessary.

" Twenty years ago, when Lord Westmorland, Lord Cobham,

and Mr. Pitt himself, had been dismissed, the opposition would
have brought in a bill to prevent such rémovals; but it would
have been making officers independent both of the crown and
of parliament, and was rejected. Pitt allowed, that he thought
officers might be broken, even without recourse to a court-
martial : and Sir Harry Erskine himself affected to say that
he did not complain of his dismission : a civil or a military life
was indifferent to him: yet he could wish, if there were any
other cause than . his vote, that Mr. Fox would declare it.
James Grenville, in a formal obscure speech, produced a clause
of the act of settlement, by which he would have proved that
this bill could not be received, unless another were first passed,
by which any foreigners to be naturalized must renounce

employments ; and he instanced in bills of that purport passed
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they neither knew how to hold or drop. The other went
farther, and insinuated expectations of seeing more foreigners
brought over by side-winds. Lord Barrington replied, that
no government presumed to fill up blanks in an act of parlia-
ment. Proposals were made for taking the opinion of the
colonies on this plan. The bill was ordered to be printed, and
the debate adjourned by agreement to the second reading.
The 18th, Charles Townshend presented a petition from
the agent for the settlement at Massachusets-bay against the
proposed Swiss battalions. Pitt moved to have laid before the
house two petitions from Pensylvama, representing the dis-
tressed situation of their province. Fox, for seven more, in
which they implore assistance. Sir Richard Lyttelton, for the
list of officers on half-pay, insinuating how little occasion there
was to employ foreigners. Lord Barrington then moved
to have the bill committed, which Sir H. Erskine opposed.
Horace Walpole the younger discussed the question, whether
this regulation would be an infringement of the act of settle-
ment, of which, he said, nobody could be more tender, as he
had lately shown by opposing the treaties, which he had
thought clashed with that act. A litteral infringement he
allowed it would be, but merely litteral, and the benefits to be
reaped by departing from the letter, he was of opinion would
come within the very spirit of the act, were undoubtedly con-
sonant to the intention of the legislators who framed it, and
tended to secure the blessings of that very establishment to a
considerable number of our fellow subjects. That the legis-
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1756.  English quarrel, which at the same time was become their

e b web_ .

February. own. ~He was aware, he said, that the act only specified that

< Author’s
speech on
Swiss regi-
ments."

they should be incapable of commissions; but a raw undisci-
plined multitude, not only not commanded by officers of their
own, but not understanding the commands of those under
whom- they were to serve, would introduce confusion instead
of utility ; and unless they might have proper officers, it would
be rashness to employ the men. The framers of the act of
settlement did not foresee that a time would come when from
the too christian spirit of the Quakers, and the too unchristian
ambition of France, our most valuable colonies would be in
mmediate danger. They did not foresce that this danger
would meet with a providential resource on the very spot: that
an hundred thousand Germans and Swiss, animated by the
most amiable principles, zeal for religion, passion for hberty,
and a spirit of industry, would be actually settled in the heart
of the province most exposed—if they had, would they have
been patriots, if they had still narrowed the act of settlement
to the rigour it now wore? No, Sir, said he ; nor when they
formed a great act on the plan of their fears, did they appre-
hend that England would ever be enslaved by an army of
Germans that should take America in their way. But putting
the most extravagant of all suppositions, that there could
hereafter be an intention of employing these almost constitu-
tional troops against the constitution, whether would it be
most likely, that Swiss republicans, and Germans fled from
monarchy, would fight for a king attempting to make himself
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hope you will have no scruple to violate it again now, perhaps .
in the yeaf 1800, but will let us import- into England some
regiments of Hanoverians already raised and disciplined ?>—no ;
they could not say this; and when a precedent does not tally,
it is in no danger of becoming a precedent. King William’s
patriots could not mean that any part of the West Indies
should be sacrificed to France, rather than suffer it to be
defended by a providential supply of foreigners whom tyranny
had driven, not invited, thither. Who was there, at this day,
who did not commiserate the blind bigotry of the Jews *, who
thought God capable of giving them so absurd a precept, as a
prohibition of defending their country on a Sunday ?

This is the light, Sir, said he, in which I protest I see it: I
think I execute the will of those great men better by departing
from, than by adhering to the letter of that valuable testament
they left us. Could it be possible for them to have been
narrow-minded enough to have intended such rigid minute-
ness, common sense would teach me to reject so prejudicial a
bequest—and yet, Sir, though I have declared my opinion so
strongly, if even this clause in the act of settlement should
still occasion difficulty, as I hope it will not be efficient to
obstruct the scheme, I should not be sorry to see it. Even a
litteral violation of such an act is too material to be passed
over lightly: we ought to show that we do not supersede a
single sentence of it without weighty consideration. I never
wish to see unanimity on such a measure: unanimity is a

* Yet the Jews were but a seventh part so great fools as the Quakers
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1756.  can, as he always has done justice on him when he deserved

February. the contrary. Horace Walpole lived in friendship with Fox,
in harmony with Pitt, and rather thought better of the con-
duct of the latter. Having declared openly against the treaties,
he would not turn with Fox to a defence of them, and had
surprized, by deserting, him. He had now been desirous of
showing that that separation had been only temporary, and
yet he could not resist paying greater compliments to Pitt in
the very speech intended for support of Fox—but Walpole
always leaned most to a man in opposition. Why he flattered
the King in this speech is not so comprehensible; nor could
he give any reason for it himself: it was unnecessary, it was
out of character and without any view, for he never even went
to court. Fox repeated the compliment to the King: he
was pleased; but said, he did not expect Walpole would
have spoken on that side; adding, “ You may blame me
here, I'ox, but I will tell you the truth; I try to make my
people at Hanover as happy as 1 can, and they deserve it of
me.”

¢ Debate on Young Hamilton pursued the argument on the act of
ii%zsl?ﬁ: settlement with great ability, and urged, that not to deviate
' from it would be to defeat it; the chief end of it had been to
prevent men unconversant with our country and laws from

having the administration of them; but now it was alledged

to hinder the service of another country, America. T oreigners

there had only become soldiers, because they no longer could

be planters; yet gentlemen seemed to turn their eyes from

existing dangers to imaginary. The debate lasted till ten at
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1756. should be immutable; God forbid they should be so in any

February. sense! if common sense on their side, they would be in the
< Debate on
Swiss regi-
ments.’

wrong to be immutable. But would you hear Mr. Bollan on
the act of settlement ? his whole petition was against the regi-
ment ; tended to reject the bill, not to alter it. Pen, continued
he, authorizes me, Lord Baltimore authorizes me, to approve
this bill, though they did not think it decent to petition for it.
I have been told that from Bollan we should hear of injustice,
oppression, ingratitude—I cannot believe it, for I remember
what passed in a certain assembly some time ago between two
persons, * one not present now, the other, I believe, is, (looking
about indirectly towards Charles Townshend.) The person
now here bad the other take the poor American by the hand
and point out his grievances: he defied him ; if that would not
do, he beseeched him to point out a single grievance; for his
part, ke did not know of one. When that day shall come, added
Fox, I hope that gentleman, who speaks as well as the honor-
able person himself over against me, will attend and confute
both Mr. Bollan'and his introductor.

Affair of Fox  Charles Townshend at the first shock was thunderstruck t;
Townshend.  they had been his own words to Lord Egmont, had been faith-
‘ fully treasured in Fox’s accurate memory, and were brought
out with all the art and severity imaginable—but in a moment
Townshend recovered himself, struck his hand on his forehead
as feeling the impulse of conception, and. starting up, replied
with inimitable spirit and quickness, « That every one saw

* Lord Egmont. + See page 365, of the year 1754, vol. i.






22

1756.

February.

¢ Swiss Re-
giment Bill
opposed in

allits stages.’

MEMOIRES OF

prosecution of the bill in the committee; but the. ministry
persisting in making no farther answers, at past eleven at
night Pitt and his followers walked out, and the only blank in
the bill was filled up, as Lord George Sackville proposed, with
the words fifty officers and twenty engineers..

Two days afterwards the bill was reported and again op-
posed, as it was on the last reading, when the ministry, tired
with debating, and making no reply, Charles Townshend, in a
fine animated and provoking speech, tried to make them break
silence, taunting the majority with following leaders who
would not vouchsafe to give them reasons, reproaching the
ministers with the insult of their silence, and calling on the
new placemen to give some proofs of being fit for their posts,
the arrangement of which, and the various reasons of fear or
convenience which had contributed to the late settlement, he
described with much humour and wit. Fox, smiling, told
him, he called so agreeably, that he should never ‘call in vain ;
and yet, plainly as Mr. Townshend had spoken, he did not
know under what part of the description to suppose himself
included : he could not be the insolent minister; it requires
more parts than I have, said Fox, to support insolence. But
why am I silent >—have I been so on this bill? Have I not
been reproached with talking too often on it? I ask pardon,
and have nothing new to say on it, but this, that I objected to
hearing Bollan, because Mr. Townshend can speak as readily
and knows as much. I rest my credit on what I have said
before ; only -observing, that the majority which Mr. Town-
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1756.  the king’s confessor, played off the earthquake on his super-

February. stition: he promised to receive the sacrament at Easter, and
relinquish his mistress. She, who held more by habit than
passion, saw no reason why a woman might not work the
machine of religion as well as a priest,—and instantly gave
into all his majesty’s scruples; offerred up her rouge to the
demon of earthquakes, and to sanctify her conversion and
reconcile it to a court-life, procured herself to be declared
Dame du palais to the queen.

E:g;z:sagg Feb. 25th.—Sir George Lyttelton, as chancellor of the

taxes. exchequer, opened the plan of supplies and taxes for the

current year. The first, a duty on wrought plate, was cal-
culated to bring in 80,000/ a year. Another, on bricks and
tiles, and a double duty on cards and dice; the actual duty
produced 10,0007 a year; but as doubling the tax would not
double the produce, the addition was estimated at only 7000L
a year. This, said Sir George, some will think a tax on ne-
cessaries: the legislature calls gaming a vice; but the legis-
lators, who can best expound their own laws, seem, by their
practice, to think otherwise. Legge objected to either tax on
plate or bricks; and showed with singular art how much
greater a master he was of the nature of the revenue and
commerce than his successor. Sir George seemed to repeat
an oration on trade that he had learned by rote ; Legge talked
on it like a merchant. He urged that plate was not a pre-
judicial commodity, but a dead treasure, to be resorted to on
an emergency : if sold, it would go abroad ; if coined here, did
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his usual brevity, into a detail of the nature of coin, exchange,
gold, silver, premiums, and the mistaken or real advantages of
those manufactures. He observed, that plate was not luxury,
but a national way of hoarding; that this tax was to cease
where luxury began, for the greatest lords were not to pay
beyond 2000 ounces. That, it would all go abroad, unless the
proportions of gold and silver were regulated. That Mr.
Locke’s first treatise on that subject had been written to serve
a purpose: he had afterwards understood the matter better.
That while we overvalued gold in proportion to silver, the
French were taking the contrary extreme in order to draw
silver into their country, and to encourage the manufacture of
plate, which proved a beneficial article of their trade, and of
which we were discharging ourselves. Of all dead stock, plate
was the most valuable. Louis the IFourteenth and Charles
the First had made great use of the resource of plate. When
employed, it comes out with its whole value about it. The
reputation of a stock of it has its weight. Would you in the
outset of a war produce your last stake? Would you, while
increasing your paper-substance by borrowing on the sinking
fund, diminish your real treasure? Many other taxes would
produce above 30,000/

On the second reading of the bill, Legge argued against it
with more warmth : if gathered loosely, it would produce a
trifle; if strictly, three times as much as granted for. France
would think us bankrupt; no nation had done this but in
sieges and civil wars. He condemned it as a register of so
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would be a sort of don gratuit, or benevolence ; the worst sort
of tax. The parliament of Paris was copying.our best times
—from what were we copying? Murray pleaded that, by
leaving the most magnificent sort of plate, which is only
where there is above 2000 ounces, untaxed, no discourage-
ment would be given to the manufacture. Dr. Hay saying

that this tax was unlike that on coaches, for they, if not used,

" did not pay; Doddington replied, that he hoped Dr. Hay

Tranquillity
restored in
Ireland.

would not wish the taxes postponed, till such could be found
as all men would approve. He did profess himself unequal to
speak to what many did know they were unequal to hear;
but could not comprehend how men, who had so long gone-on
losing so much interest by a stock of plate, should now declare
they would eat on trenchers, because it was to be taxed at an
halfpenny an ounce. He observed how contradictory the ob-
jections were : in the same breath complaints were made that
this tax subjected us to excise, and was a tax upon honour.
The only unanswerable objection he had heard, was, that we
were over-taxed already. He wished we had been as scru-
pulous in former wars, yet this was the only war he remem-
bered, purely English.

The new duty was carried by 245 to 142. Yet if Fox
would have yielded to it, the Duke of Newcastle would have
givén up the tax. It produced at last but 18,000L

Let us turn our eyes for a moment to Ireland, where
tranquillity was at last restored by the prudence of Mr. Con-
way, and by the venality of the patriots. Mr. Conway was
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was in a languishing state, came over to England, and died
soon after *.

England began to be alarmed with an invasion from
France; the ministry had already made a requisition of. the
troops which Holland ought by treaty to furnish us. Fox,
Lord Granville, and Lord Anson, had foretold that they
would be refused ; Newecastle and the chancellor insisted they
would be sent; demanded them, and were refused. On this,
a message was delivered to both houses, to notify his. Ma-
jesty’s having sent for the Hessians in his pay: it was re-
ceived with some murmurs, but not opposed. Lord George
Sackville, either to throw difficulties on the Duke of New-
castle, with whom he was angry on Irish accounts, or to pay
court to the throne, hinted a preférence to Hanoverians,
whose behaviour, as soldiers, he much commended. This
thought was embraced —if it had not been coﬁcerted; and on
the 29th of April, he proposed, in form, to address the King
to send for his electoral troops, after stating the weakness of
the country, the vast extent of unguarded coast, and the
opinion of officers in favour of the utility and good service of
those foreigners. The Tories owned they preferred Hano-
verians to Hessians ; but Pitt, who came down ill, and affirming
that nothing but the importance of the question should have
drawn him out of his bed, spoke long against the measure ;

* The new Speaker soon came over too, and went to Newmarket: George
Selwyn seeing him very busy at the hazard-table, said, ¢ With what expedition
the Speaker passes the money-bills !”
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1756. The consideration of this danger, and of the measure of
April.  bringing over foreigners, always obnoxious, at least as a pre-
(rivate Bill o Jent, was often interrupted by one of those trifling affairs,

for new road,
and dissen- o ith which the wisdom of this grave nation is so apt to be

tions there-

e occupied. A new road towards the eastern counties, by
which the disagreeable passage through the city would be
avoided, had been proposed to be made on the back of Lon-
don. The Duke of Grafton had estates there, which, by
future buildings likely to accompany such an improvement,
would be greatly increased. Part of this road was to pass
over grounds of the Duke of Bedford, but in so small propor-
tion as he thought would not indemnify him for the desertion
of other buildings which he had to a great amount in worse
parts of the town. He consequently took this up with great
heat. The Duke of Grafton, old and indolent, was indifferent
about it. The Duke of Argyle, who did not love * the Duke
of Bedford, and others who now wished to thwart him and his
faction, privately spurred up the Duke of Grafton to make a
point of this. Fox embraced the occasion as a trial for power
with Newcastle : Rigby, who had endeavoured to soften the
Duke of Bedford, now to humour Fox, adopted his master’s
warmth, and added all his own violence, treating the name of
the Duke of Grafton (who was much respected) with the
greatest licentiousness in the House of Commons. The Duke
of Newcastle was frightened, and wished to avoid the decision;
but the Duke of Bedford, who had received all manner of

* Vide the debates on the sheriﬂ"s-depﬁte in the preceding volume.
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I chuse, said he, that they should fall by. afriendly hand ; and
that the condemnation of his patrons and friends should come
from the noble lord. -But must we engage mercenaries because
France does! She has not blood enough in her own veins for

. the purposes of universal monarchy.” This waste on Hessians

would: have conquered America, -or. saved Minorca, which he
despaired of.-" Why did not the house inquire why we had
been so neglected ? if so weak, why staid till now ? whence
else Minorca likely to be lost? what poor conduct! :They
waited ‘till some private man (Lord G. S.) dared ‘to ask for
foreign troops. “Had we been secured here, the fleet might
have gone safely to Minorca. The neglect looked wilfull, and
as if they hoped that trade would call out for peace, and that
Minorea to be regained would be a screen for compounding for
America—Dbut, continued he, I don’t call this an administration,
it is so unsteady. One is at the head of the treasury; one,
chancellor ; one, head of the navy; one great person, of the
army—yet is that an administration? - They shift and shuffle
the charge from one-to another: says-one, I am not general;
the treasury says, I am not.admiral; the admirslllty says, I am
not. minister.. - From such an uhaecording ‘assemblage of
seperate and distinct powers.with no system, a nullity results.
One, two, three, four, five lords. meet—if they cannot-agree,—
oh! we will meet again on' Saturday—oh! but says one of
them, I am-ta go out of town—alas ! said he, when-no parties
remain; what aggravation of the crimes of .the ministry, that-no
good comes from such unanimity !’ |
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a hope. The late Duke of Argyle had begun a fort on the
other side of the harbour, which would have been impregnable ;
but Lord Cadogan, out of hatred to him, destroyed it, and
built this, less secure, at an enormous expence. On the 5th
came notice of the French being landed on the island.

In the mean time passed through the commons that distant
and forlorn succedaneum, the militia bill. A few persons had
sat till near six in the morning fabricating and fashioning it:
Mr. Pitt recommended it in another fine dissertation, and it
was voted without a division.

May 11th.—Mr. Fox delivered a message from the crown,
desiring to be enabled against any emergency, and to make
good the new treaty with Prussia. The next day Sir George
Lyttelton moved a vote of credit for a million. It was much
censured : Northey said he did not oppose it, nor meaned to
disturb an unanimity which had been constant for two years in
granting supplies. Now was not the time, but a day would
come for inquiring how they had been misapplied. This vote
of credit, he supposed, like that of last year, would be per-
verted to German treaties. We were told last year that the
King had entered into engagements, and that we must not
make him break his word. Beckford said, six millions three
hundred thousand pounds were already given—what had been
done for such a sum ? who could trust ministers any farther ?
We were all united; we wanted nothing but an able head.
The person at the head of the treasury is always so of the
administration—if he is not an able man, how can we go on ?
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could mot -say for what it was designed, would he at least
peremptorily say for what it was not designed ? Still he was

_ of so compounding a temper, he would assent, though votes of

credit ‘had ‘been so much abused. 'The ministers bragged.of
inanimity, of activity, of spirit—what had all this harmony of
councils and talents operated ?. safety ? are we safe? damage
to-the enemy ? let them show when and where. With this
universal aye, all our outlying parts were exposed. But he,
alas ! had no particular joy on being so strong on this question :
he did not want to load unhappy men who had undone their
country ; men most unhappy, if they did not feel it. We were
told that there was no option but between this country and
America and the Mediterranean—so this great country could
neither provide for defence nor offence! yet our activity was
admired! Philosophers indeed had a term, vis inertie, the in-
activity of action—was it by that we were to be saved? His
charge, he said, was, thatwe had provoked before we could de-
Jend, and neglected after: provocation ; that we were left inferior
to France in every quarter; that the vote of credit had been mis-
applied to secure the Llectorate ; and that we had . bought «
treaty with Prussia by sacrg’ﬁcz’ng our rights. He would not
have signed it for the five great places of those who had signed
it: They had left us unprovided, as a gap for German troops;
and ‘so German “troops -at last. became an English measure!
The deceased gentleman (Mr. Pelham) had meant ceconomy,
and ‘was dragged into foreign measures by one who had now
got the treasury.. Could he every day arraign, and yet con-
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force to the Mediterranean. In the last war he remembered
that the admiralty was restrained from meddling with the

" Mediterranean service, which was reserved to the secretary of

state (Duke of Newcastle); if that restriction continued, the
admiralty was not to blame. In America, Braddock had been
defeated in July; not a man was sent thither till within the
last fortnight. Fox replied, that he knew of no representation
from the admiralty. The fleet could not have been prepared
so soon as Mr. Grenville alledged : it is no neglect if things are
preparing. Dates, he knew, might save from punishment, but
events only would save from blame. Some merit he thought
there was in the Prussian treaty, of which the contrary, a
breach, had been so much foretold. The question before the
house was not so diffuse as that of last year, because the
augmentation was made, and consequently not necessary now.
He wished the incapacity was in the administration, not in
the country itself.

Pitt took little notice of Iox, only rising again to lash Sir
George Lyttelton, who had called it an opposal of epithets,
very little proper to come from him, said he, whose character
is a composition of epithets. = But what! did we.meet as an
academy of compliments ? but Lyttelton had mistaken the day,
for himself, he said, had used no epithets that day. If Lyttel-
ton would say, we had no more resources, he would tell him
he was incapable, and when he disclaimed having had any
hand in drawing the words of the question, he saw Sir George
was not at liberty to change them. ’
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unheard of as that exercised at Berlin; and founded on ad-
mission of damages, by what' kind of liquidation could not be
guessed. Had that king made a demand, or had this com-
pensation been offerred to him? "But he saw, he said, that all
the powers of Europe were setting up a new jurisprudence,
and that we were no longer to enjoy the empire of the ocean.
For himself, he should affect no superiority but what was com-
mon to him with twelve millions, innoéence of his country’s
ruin, the superiority of the undone over the undoers. Ifhe
could but be told that even by a protest we had secured the
rights of our courts of admiralty, he would acquiesce; and
should be glad, as it would bring the long sufferers on the
Silesian loan into their money. Yet he had rather vote them
the 60,0007.: we did not want such a sum ; the necessary thing
to us was the acknowledgment of the right. So thought the
King of Prussia, and said, I will take nothing, to show I set
my foot on your neck, and kow I am intimidated.—XHe hopéd
the committee would at least couple with the vote the assertion
of our rights.

Murray answered in a long discussion, pleading like a
lawyer for the King of Prussia, though formerly, when con-
sulted as a lawyer, he had nobly confuted him, like a states-
man. ~ He said, free ships make free'goods, and that a prince
whose property is taken must judge by his own courts. That
we did:not allow that decision—if his:friendship were bought
by allowing. it, the purchase would be 'too dear. That the
single question was, whether the convention. did or did not
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they agreed to pay us for captures they had made, and to
liquidate with the South Sea Company. Nobody thought
that by that accommodation they gave up their principles of
searching. In the whole treaty we had not allowed the King
of Prussia’s principles; nor did it appear whether his goods
had been condemned as an enemy’s, or as contraband. Very
uncertain what is contraband when not expressed in any treaty.
Spain calls tobacco so, because they think it makes the English
fight better. If we did not allow the northern powers to carry
some contraband goods, they could have no trade. We had
desired from the Prussian minister a plan of a treaty : he took
a Swedish treaty for his model, in which it was expressly
stipulated that “ free ships do not make free goods.” To have
had it expressed now would have weakened it—a subtilty
which justifies my saying that he argued as council for Prussia.
Pitt taxing him with it, he pretended not to have said, that it
was stipulated so in the Swedish treaty, but understood so
in it.

The committee, by a majority of 210 to 55, voted the

money ; and four days afterwards war was proclaimed with
France. # A :
The same day (18th) the Militia Bill was read in the House
of Lords for the second time. The Duke of Bedford, thinking
the Duke of Newcastle would oppose or let it be dropped for
want of time, supported it strongly. Newcastle did oppose it,
but faintly, with Lord Granville and Lord Sandys, and suf-
ferred it to be committed.
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Lord Bath spoke for the bill; the Duke of Newcastle
against it ; and it was rejected by 59 to 28. -

On the 27th the parliament was prorogued. Old Horace
Walpole was at last declared a peer, with Mr. Villiers and Sir
Dudley Rider; but the latter being taken ill on the very day
he was to have kissed hands, and dying the next, the peerage
was, with much hardship, withheld from his son.

I did not mention in its place, because it falls in more
properly here, that on an apprehension of an invasion in the
winter, the Marquis of Rockingham, Lord Northumberland,
Lord Downe, and others, had offerred to raise troops of light
horse, which had been accepted; but Lord Gower propesing
to the King, that instead of this scheme, the great lords should
go into their counties, and raise recruits for the army, this
plan was better liked, if not suggested, by the Duke, and
carried into execution' with good success. Lord Gower
raised 400 men by his personal interest in Staffordshire : Lord
Iichester and his nephew, Lord Digby, were as succesfull
in' Somersetshire, inlisting the sons of many wealthy farmers,
upon promise that they should not serve out of England:
However, on a resolution of sending the force at Gibraltar to
Mabhon, it was determined to replace them with this Somerset-
shire regiment. Such a violation of public faith (for the re-
cruits at least could not conceive that the brother and nephew
of a secretary of state had not authority for their assurances),
created the' greatest -clamour; and the men were driven by
force on board the transports. The consequence was very
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had already been whispered that the assiduity of Lord Bute
at Leicester-house, and his still ‘more frequent attendance in
the gardens.at Kew and Carleton-house, were less addressed
to the Prince of Wales than to his mother. The eagerness of
the pages of the back-stairs to let her know when ever Lord
Bute arrived [and some other symptoms] contributed to dispell
the ideas that had been conceived of the rigour of her widow-
hood. - On the other hand, the favoured personage, naturally
ostentatious of his person, and of haughty carriage, seemed by
no means desirous of concealing his conquest. His bows grew
more theatric, his graces contracted some meaning, and the
beauty of his leg was constantly displayed in the eyes of the
poor captivated princess. Indeed, the nice observers of the
court-thermometer, who often foresee a change of weather be-
fore it actually happens, had long thought that her royal
highness was likely to choose younger ministers than that
formal piece of empty mystery, Cresset; or the matron-like

decorum of Sir George Lee.  * = * % % ¥
* * * * 5 * * *
* * * * * * ¥ Her

simple husband, when he took up the character of the regent’s
gallantry, had forced an air of intrigue even upon his wife.
When he affected to retire into gloomy allees with Lady Mid-
dlesex, he used to bid the princess walk with Lord Bute. - As
soon as the prince was dead, they walked more and more, in
honour of his memory.

‘The favour of Lord Bute was scarce sooner known, than
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to draw the King out of the difficulty into which they were
pushing him, advised this extraordinary step. On May 3lst,
Lord Waldegrave, as the last act of his office of governor, was
sent with letters of the same tenour to the prince and to
his mother, to acquaint them, that the Prince being now of
age, the King, who had ever shown the greatest kindness and
affection for him, had determined to give him 40,000/ a year,
would settle an establishment for him, of the particulars of
which he should be informed, and that his Majesty had
ordered the apartments of the late Prince at Kensington, and
of the Queen at St. J ames’s, to be fitted up for him: that the
King would take Prince Edward too, and give him an allow-
ance of 5000/. a year.

After a little consult in their small cabinet, both Prince
and Princess sent answers in writing, drawn up, as was be-
lieved, by Legge, and so artfully worded, that the supposition
was probable. The Prince described himself as penetrated by
the goodness of his Majesty, and receiving with the greatest
gratitude what his Majesty in his parental affection was

" pleased to settle on him; but he entreated his Majesty not to

divide him from his mother, which would be a most sensible
affliction to both. The answer of the Princess marked, that
she had observed with the greatest satisfaction the impression
which his Majesty’s consideration of the Prince had made on
him: and she expressed much sensibility of all the King’s
kindness to her. On the article of the separation she said
not a word.
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behaved with more gratitude: of the natives, sixteen only
adhered to the English. The magistrates hurried to take new

oaths, and to welcome the singular personage sent to be a

Charactersof conqueror. This was the Duc de Richelieu; a man, who had

Richelieu
and
Blakeney.

early surprized the fashionable world by his adventures, had
imposed on it by his affectations, had dictated to it by his wit,
and insolent agreeableness, had often tried to govern it by his
intrigues, and who would be the hero of the age, if histories
were novels, or women wrote history. His first campaign was
hiding himself at fourteen under the Duchess of Burgundy’s
bed, from whence he was led to the Bastile, and whither he
had returned four several times. A genius so enterprizing
could not fail to captivate the ladies: the Duchess of Modena,
the regent’s daughter, would fain have preferred him to the
triste glory of reigning over an acre of territory with a dismal
Italian husband. Richelieu was soon after sent to, and as
soon recalled from, Vienna, for carrying a black lamb in his
state-coach at midnight to sacrifice to the moon, in order to
obtain a recruit of vigour. The very exploit gained him as
many hearts, as if the boon had been granted. Yet with an
advantageous person and adventurous disposition, he was sup-
posed to want the two heroic attributes that generally com-
pose a woman’s Alexander. So much was his courage ques-
tioned, that he was driven to fight and kill the Prince of
Lixin in the trenches at Philipsbourg. Ruling the female
world, and growing exhausted with the fatigues of his govern-
ment, he at last thought of reposing himself on the lesser care
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of-war. - Accounts were impatiently -expected here of the
arrival of Admiral Byng in those seas with his squadron, and
with succours which he was ordered to take in at Gibraltar,
and which it was hoped he would be able to fling into St.
Philip’s. If he could effect that service, and disperse or de-
molish the French fleet, there was no doubt but the troops on
the island must remain prisoners of war,or be the victims
of their attempt; for as yet they had made little progress.
Having landed on the opposite side ‘of the island, they found
the roads almost impracticably rocky ; and if cut off from sup-
plies from the continent, they must have perished by hunger,
Minorca by no means supplying the natives with super-
abundance. The heats too were now coming on, which would
be insupportable to new constitutions, to the natural impa-
tience of the French, and still more to an effeminate general.
Hitherto their transports had passed and repassed in full
security. The Mediterranean, where we so long had reigned,
seemed abandoned by the English. The truth was, the cla-
mours of the merchants, sometimes reasonable, always self-
interested, terrified the Duke of Newcastle; and while, to
prevent their outeries in the city of London, he minced the
navy of England into cruizers and convoys, every other service
was neglected.. I say it with truth (I say it with concern,
considering who.was his associate), this was the year of the
worst administration that I have seen in England ; for now
Newecastle’s incapacity was left to its full play. While con-
joined with Sir Robert Walpole, the attention of the latter to
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on June 8d came news that Admiral Byng, after a very tedious
passage, arriving at Gibraltar on the 2d of May, had, ac-
cording to his orders, demanded of General Fowke, the go-
vernor, a battalion to be transported to Minorca, but that the
governor, instead of obeying these directions, had called a
council of war, where, in pursuance of the opinion of engineers
whom they consulted, it was determined to be impracticable
to fling succours into St. Philip’s, and that it would be
weakening the garrison of Gibraltar to part with so much foree,
which accordingly was refused.

But the same post brought an account that occasioned
still more astonishment and dismay. Mazzoni, the Spanish
minister at Paris, transmitted to D’Abreu, the Spanish re-
sident in England, the copy of a letter which Monsieur
Machault had received from Galissoniere, the French admiral,
and which had been assiduously communicated to foreign
ministers, relating ¢ That on May 18th, the French admiral,
as he lay off Mahon, had perceived the Lnglish squadron, who
had approached nearer on the 19th, but seemed unwilling to
engage. That on the 20th the English had the advantage of
the wind, but still seemed unwilling to fight: that the en-
gagement however had been entamé, but could not be uni-
versal, for the English kept trop serrés: that two or three
English ships had sheered off; that night separated the fleets ;
that he (Galissoniere), had lost thirty-eight men, and had nine
officers wounded ; that he had taken no English ship, but had
prevented their flinging succours into Mahon. That he had
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as the scene of his father’s * glory,. his courage was now called.
in quesﬁon, and omens were recollected to have foretold this.
miscarriage. A letter from him before the engagement had
mentioned nothing of Minorca; it only said, that if he found
the French too strong, he would retire under the cannon of
Gibraltar. The King was now reported to have dashed this
letter on the ground in a passioﬁ, saying, ¢ This man will not
fight ”—his Majesty, it seems, had great skill in the symptoms
of cowardice! He was represented too as neither eating nor
sleeping, and as lamenting himself that this account would be
his death. As Minorca was but too likely to follow the fate
of Calais, his ministers prepared to write Mahon on that heart,
which had never yet felt for any English possession. The
Duke, whose sensibility on this occasion can less be doubted,
took care to be quoted too: he said, “ We are undone! Sea
and land are cowards! I am ashamed of my profession !”

But on the arrival of the admiral’s own dispatch, an abstract
of which was immediately published, the rage of the people
rose to the height. The letter spoke the satisfaction of an
officer, who thought he had done his duty and done it well—
an air of triumph, that seemed little to become a man who
had left the French masters of the sea, and the garrison of St.
Philip’s without hope of relief. Their despair on the dis-
appearance of the British fleet must have been extreme, and
could not fail to excite the warmest compassion here. The
admiral was burned in effigie in all the great towns; his seat

¥ Lord Torrington.
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to borrow an hundred pounds. His jealousy was not of the
privileges of parliament, but lest some second among his fa-
vorites should pay more court to his first favorite than to him ;
and if he shifted his confidence, and raised’ but to depress,
and was communicative but to betray, he moved in a narrow
circle, and the only victims of his whims were men who had
shifted and betrayed as often, and who deserved no better
fortune. - If the Duke was haughty and rigorous, he was
satisfied with acting within the sphere of the army, and was
content to govern it, not to govern by it. If the King was
too partial to Hanover, and was unnecessarily profuse of sub-
sidies to Germany, perhaps it was the ‘only onerous grievance ;
and the King, who did no more harm, and the ministers, who,
by vailing to this passion, purchased the power of doing no
more harm, certainly constituted no very bad government :—
the occasions of war called forth another complexion—but we
must proceed with a little regularity. .

The reconciliation of the King and his nephew of Prussia
had given great umbrage to the Empress-queen. England had
heaped as great obligations on the House of Austria as can be
conferred by one nation on another; great enough almost to
touch the obdurate heart of policy, and infuse real amity and
gratitude. But the princess in question had imbibed passions
still more human. Offended pride and plundered dignity had
left no soft sensation‘in her heart. She was a woman, a queen,
a bigot, an Austrian. A heretic her friend embracing a heretic
her enemy, left no shades in the colour of their heresy. France
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formerly wished to shut up St. James’s Park, and asked Sir
Robert Walpole what it would cost her to do it :—he replied,
« Only a crown, madam.” . i

July 7th.—The attack on Leicester-house was renewed.
A cabinet-council was held to consider a message which New-
castle and the chancellor proposed should be sent in his
Majesty’s name to the Prince, to know if he adhered to living
with his mother, and to the demand of having Lord Bute for
his groom of the stole. Mr. Fox asked if the Prince had ever
made such a demand ? “Oh! yes,” said Newcastle. “ By whom ?”’
asked Fox. Newcastle, “ Oh! by Munchausen and others.”
The fact was, the Prince had most privately by Munchausen
requested it as a particular favour; and it was extraordinary
that Newcastle had not seized with alacrity an oppertunity of
ingratiating himself with the successor, without the knowledge
of his master. The truth was, he was over-ruled by the
chancellor, who having been slighted and frowned on by the
Princess in the winter, was determined to be revenged ; and
the gentle method he took was to embroil the royal family,
and blast the reputation of the mother of the heir-apparent.
Accordingly this second message was sent by Lord Waldegrave.
The Prince answered in writing, “ That since the King did
him the honour to ask him the question, he did hope to have
leave to continue with his mother, as her happiness so much
depended on it—for the other point, he had never directly
asked it—yet, since encouraged, he would explain himself;
and from the long knowledge and good opinion he had of
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determination put off for the present ; though, on being pressed
by Fox, he agreed that it should be considered again. After
sacrificing the Princess in this cruel manner, they persuaded
the King that Fox was making his court to her.

At this conjuncture, the great office of chief justice being
vacant by the death of Sir Dudley Rider, Murray demanded
it, without a competitor, because above competition; and
agreably to his constant asseverations, that he meaned to rise
by his profession, not by the House of Commons; though the
jealousy of his aspiring in the latter had signally contributed
to throw Pitt into his then opposition. As Murray was equally
the buckler of Newcastle against his ally, Fox, and his anta-
gonist, Pitt, one may conceive how a nature so apt to despond
from conscious insufficience was alarmed at this event. No
words can paint the distress it occasioned more strongly than
what Charles Townshend said to Murray himself on the report
of his intended promotion. I wish you joy,” said he, “or
rather myself, for you will ruin the Duke of Newcastle by
quitting the House of Commons, and the chancellor by going
into the House of Lords.” The apostrophe was frank, con-
sidering Newcastle was his uncle *; but tenderness for his
family seldom checked the burst of Townshend’s vivacity. It
was at the same period he said, when the struggle about Lord
Bute was depending, « Silly fellow for silly fellow, I think it is

* Elizabeth, half-sister of the Duke.of Newcastle, was first wife of Charles
Lord Viscount Townshend, knight of the garter, grandfather of Mr. Charles
Townshend.
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breaches. Yet those brave men still held out, and in pro-
portion as no account came of their surrender, the fame of

Blakeney rose. At last it was determined in the French

council of war to storm the place on the 27th at night, which
was performed accordingly, and three forts were taken. At
the Queen’s-Fort (the last of the three), the fate of Minorca,
and the truth of its defence were decided. Lieutenant-Colonel
Jefferies, the soul of the garrison, unwilling to trust so im-
portant a commission to another, too rashly flew with one
hundred men to defend the last redoubt—he found it taken—
attempted to retire, and was made prisoner. This happened
about midnight: by five next morning a suspension of arms
was agreed on to bury the dead, and at two in the afternoon
the garrison capitulated. They obtained honorable conditions.
If it is asked what part the hero Blakeney took in the event,
it must be answered, that, during the whole siege, he had been
in bed with the gout, and executed all his glory by deputy.
But not only a commander was wanting : when the general
assault was made, many of the British soldiers had done unre-
mitted duty for three days; and they had so few officers, that
scarce a mine was fired, and some were attempted so late, that the
French carried off the matches before they could take effect *.

If the clamours of the people rose on the confirmation of

* A Captain’ Cunningham, who had ‘been ill-used in our service, and was
retired to Leghorn, said, ¢ They will want engineers”—and immediately sold all
he had, bought provisions and ammunition, and flung himself into St. Philip’s.
This gallant man died in the island of Guadaloupe, at the taking of which he
served, in 1759.
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the abuse he found wherever he passed, that he fell ill on the
first sight of the admiral, and died next day in convulsions.
Byng himself expressed no emotions but of surprize at the
rigour of his treatment, persisting in declarations of having
beaten the French. West, whose behaviour had been most
gallant, was soon distinguished from his chief, and was carried
to court by Lord Anson. The King said to West, « I am
glad to hear you have done your duty so well: I wish every
body else had !” Anson himself did not escape so honorably :
his incapacity grew the general topic of ridicule; and he was
joined in all the satiric prints with his father-in-law, New-
castle, and Fox. A new species of this manufacture now first
appeared, invented by George Townshend: they were cari-
caturas on cards. The original one, which had amaéing vent,
was of Newcastle and Fox, looking at each other, and crying,
with Peachum in the Beggar’s Opera, « Brother, brother, we
are both in the wrong.”  On the Royal Exchange a paper was
affixed, advertizing, « Three kingdoms to be let; inquire of
Andrew Stone, broker, in Lincoln’s-Inn-fields.”

From Portsmouth, Byng, strictly guarded, at once to secure
him from the mob and inflame their resentment, was trans-
ferred to Greenwich. His behaviour continued so chearfully
firm and unconcerned, that those who thought most mode-
rately of his conduct, thought full as moderately of his under-
standing. Yet, if /e could be allowed a judge, Lord Anson
had, in the year 1755, given the strongest testimonial in
Byng’s favour, recommending him particularly for an essential
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But the strongest and most dictatorial was that presented
from the city. of London : to which the trembling ministers

" persuaded the King to pledge his royal word that he would

save no.delinquent from justice.. A promise that, being dic-
tated by men secure of the parliament, plainly indicated on
what class of criminals punishment was not designed to be
inflicted. The Duke of Newcastle, indeed, could with more
propriety than the rest engage the King in a promise, seem-
ingly. indefinite, he, who with a volubility of timorous folly,
when a deputation of the city had made representations to
him against the admiral, blurted out, “Oh! indeed he shall be
tried immediately, he shall be hanged directly.”

‘While England was thus taken up with the contemplation
of her own losses and misconduct, a vaster war, more ample
revolutions, and a novel hero, were on the point of occupying
the theatre of Europe—before I lay open this scene, a word
must be said on the situation of Sweden. France had long
dictated in that indigent senate. That influence, however,
was too precarious and liable to too many changes, to satisfy
the view of commanding a steady ally. Though senators are
far from being incorruptible, the liberty of their country and its
glory will often operate, and make them feel the weight of the
richest chains. - A court, at once arbitrary and necessitous,
France thought could never be tempted to slip out of their
hands. Accordingly, they laid a plan for making the king
absolute ; and the conjuncture seemed well chosen: he was
much devoted to his queen, sister of Prussia, a woman






72'..

1756.

July.

¢ Causes of
war in Ger-
many.’

MEMOIRES OF

‘sufferred their apprehensions and indignation to cool, if their

ministers had had as little activity. For the Empress-queen,
her ministers might serve her passions, they could not out-
run them. The war that approached must be traced to its
source, ere we can fix on the original aggressor. The house
of Austria had long meditated the recovery of that pre-
dominant power, which so many circumstances and intrigues
had concurred to unite in the person of Charles the Fifth.
Ferdinand the Second had acted with most open violence;
but almost all the race had usurped, whenever they saw a
proper moment. Silesia had been wrested from the house of
Brandenburg. At the very period that the empire vanished
from the house of Austria, the crown of Prussia fell on the
head of a man, who thought much of aggrandizing himself,
more of distinguishing himself, not at all of the justice or
injustice of the means of attaining either. On the contrary,
he seemed to admire the subtlety of policy as much for its
beauty as for its use. He at once imposed on the Queen of
Hungary, and invaded her. The provocation was vehement ;
the usurpations and arts of her house were taken from her,
and turned against her; and, after a bloody war, she had no
resource but in swearing to new treaties, with intention of
violating them on the first opportunity :—that opportunity
was so eagerly sought, that she could not wait till it arrived ;
and many busy emissaries conspired to hasten the crisis. Of
these, the chief was Count Bruhl, the favorite of the King
of Poland. This man, whom no merit, or no merit that is
known, had recommended to Augustus the Third, governed
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mention them only to show what pismires roused that lion.
Yet Kaunitz had parts—Bruhl had no more than just served
to govern his master’s none. The tools associated to their

* plot were such as recommended themselves by activity, cun-

ning, or inveteracy: yet one they had, sensible enough to
negotiate a conspiracy, and cool enough to conduct it: his
name Count Fleming, a haughty and sullen Saxon, who had
been employed in England, and was now at Vienna.

In the year 1745, Bruhl had made a partition-treaty with
the Empress-queen, by which part of the King of Prussia’s
dominions were to be allotted to Saxony. That treaty had
produced nothing but the seizure of Dresden by Frederic. He
palliated the violent possession he had taken of Silesia, to
which he thought he had a right, by the moderation with
which he restored Saxony, to which he had no title but pro-
vocation. Yet Augustus had scarce sworn to the articles of a
peace by which he recovered his dominions, before he was
tempted to a violation of them by the court of Vienna. As
eager as Bruhl was to close with perfidy, yet he could not
forget the invasion of Dresden: he suggested that a previous
treaty between the courts of Vienna and Petersburg would
expedite and secure their common wishes. To facilitate this
union, the Saxon ministers in every northern court received
secret instructions to spread suggestions and alarms of great
machinations at Berlin against the Czarina. As Bruhl was
not penurious of lies, he took the pains to dictate these slan-
ders himself in the blackest terms. In his intercepted dis-

patches one sees how succesfully he administered his calumnies,
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and a rival; and thought the person of an Empress had suf-
ficient allurements for as many of her subjects as she chose to
honour with the communication. Elizabeth, of England, could
neither forgive the claim of Mary Stuart nor her charms, but
ungenerously imprisoned her when imploring protection, and
without the sanction of either despotism or law, sacrificed
Mary to her great and little jealousy. Yet this Elizabeth
piqued herself on chastity; and while she practiced every
ridiculous art of coquetry to be admired at an unseemly age,
kept off lovers whom she encouraged, and neither gratified her
own desires nor their ambition :—who can help preferring the
honest, open-hearted, barbarian Empress ?

Besides an attempt on her person, the Czarina was made
to believe that Frederic had designs on Courland, on Polish
Prussia, and Dantzick ; and that France, Prussia, and Sweden
had fixed the successor if a vacancy should happen in Poland.
She signed the league with the Empress-queen, and resolved

to attack the King of Prussia. Saxony was summoned to

accede, on its own terms of having two dutchies and three
circles dismembered, on the conquest of Prussia. Bruhl en-
gaged his master to sign, but obtained so much favour as to
have the secret articles concealed : and having obtained that
indulgence, spared no falshoods to deny the existence of any
secret articles at all: then endeavoured to draw the King of
England to accede to the same secret articles; and persisted
all the time in the strongest professions of friendship to the
King of Prussia. But Bruhl, as the King of Prussia said, had
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was reduced to recall them, and to accept a million of florins
from Vienna. The Empress-queen had affected great ceco-
nomy and regulation of her finances; but the sums that were
squeezed from the subject, as a foundation of frugality, were
wasted on buildings, and ceremonies, and pageants. The
Emperor indeed was rich and banker to his wife : she indulged
him in this only pleasure: surrounded by the frightfullest
maids of honour that she could select, she permitted him to
hoard what she never let him have temptation or opportunity
to squander.

However, towards the middle of the summer of 1756, the
bomb was ready to burst; and Frederic (as he wrote to his
uncle of England), saw it was more prudent prevenire quam
preveniri. Yet, by no means ambitious of a defensive war,
and fully apprized that the first stroke he should strike would
set his crown, his reputation, his life at stake, he attempted to
avert the storm; at least, resolved to convince Europe that
he was not the aggressor. He asked of the Empress-queen the
meaning of those mighty armaments. She gave him an evasive
answer. He demanded a categoric one ; concluding his letter
with these words, “ point de reponse en style d'oracle’ Yet
the Pythian, though she grew more haughty, was not less
enigmatic. He bhad told her that he would take an ambiguous
answer as a hostile declaration :—accordingly, towards the end
of August, at a great supper, the King of Prussia whispered
Mitchell, the British resident, to come to him at three in the
morning, when he carried him to his eamp, and told him, there
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court, and ruined by an oppressive court. They were charmed
to see a king at church, and with pleasure remembered Fre-
deric at their devotions when he conquered them before.
Augustus, and Brnhl, and 12,000 men were in the strong
camp at Pirna; the queen and Saxon royal family remained
at Dresden. Keith was ordered to search the archives there
for the original pieces, of which Frederic had the copies in his
hands. The queen made all the resistance in her power, and
told the. marshal that, as his master had promised to use no
violence, all Europe would exclaim against this outrage—
“ And then,” said she with spirit, « You will be the vietim :
depend upon it, your king is a man to sacrifice you to his own
honour.” Keith was startled, and sent for farther orders;
and on receiving reiteration of them, possessed himself of
the papers, though the queen herself sat on the most material
trunk, and would not rise, till he convinced her that he could
not avoid proceeding to force. ;
Frederic, in the mean time, was employed in straitening
the camp at Pirna, and unavoidably wasted the season for
pushing into Bohemia before the Austrians were well prepared
to receive him. General Brown advanced to disengage the
Saxons, and Keith, who was ready to check his progress, wrote
to the king that he was on the point of giving battle. Fre-
deric, leaving Augustus blocked up, posted away to his little
army, and arrived just in time to command the charge. The
battle was fought at Lowoschutz on September 20th. The
Prussians were not above 25,000 men; Brown had double
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1756.  too singular and too splendid to want illustration from a pri-

July.  vate annalist. Europe was the tablet on which he has written
his own memoirs with his sword, as he will probably with his
pen. Besides, I live too near the times, and too far from the
scene of action, to be able to penetrate into the exact detail of
his campaigns and measures, and to winnow the truth from
such a variety of interested, exaggerated, contested relations,
as are at once produced by eminent glory, and strive to obscure
it. I shall observe the same circumspection whenever I have
farther occasion to mention this extraordinary man.

e Affairs at home wore the same troubled aspect. As ad-
dresses and petitions were in vogue, and the approaching
session likely to be warm, George Townshend took the op-
portunity of writing a circular letter to great boroughs and
corporations, instructing them to instruct their representatives
to stickle for another Militia Bill. Besides its being drawn in
a wretched style, the impropriety of a private man assuming
to himself such dictatorial authority, and the indecency of a
man who had the last year so severely censured Mr. Fox’s
circular letter, were notorious. Townshend’s epistle met the
contempt it deserved.

Mr. Byng having notice to prepare for his trial, had de-
manded his witnesses; and now added a list of thirty more,
but they were refused. Among those he summoned was
Captain Young, who had been one of his loudest censurers.
If the step was injudicious, at least it did not indicate any
consciousness of guilt. Yet the people and the ministry con-
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reason concluded, those expostulations had been the first causes
of his ruin; they who had been guilty of the neglect deter-
mining that the first discoverer should. bear the punishment.
Pity and indignation took place: Mr. Byng was every where
mentioned with moderation, the ministers with abhorrence—
but three months were to come before his trial: he was a
prisoner, his adversaries powerfull : his pamphlet was forgotten;
new slanders replaced the old. I shall defer the prosecution
of Mr. Byng’s story till the following year, for though his trial
began the end of December, no material progress could be
made in it.

But though the fate of Mr. Byng remained in suspense,
the crisis for the ministers drew to a quicker termination,
being hurried on by several circumstances that heightened
public discontent, and which could not be imputed to the
unhappy admiral. Among these incidents was the loss of the
important fort of Oswego, which the French seized and demo-
lished before a design upon it was suspected. Another was of
Hanoverian growth, and happening under the eye of the
people, threatened very alarming consequences. There were
at this time five camps in England: one at Chatham, under
Lord George Sackville; another in Dorsetshire; the artillery
at Byfleet in Surrey, commanded by the Duke of Marlborough,
master of the ordnance; the Hessians at Winchester; the
Hanoverians at Coxheath, near Maidstone. The sobriety and
devotion of the foreigners had been remarkable, and amid such

a scene of uneasiness and faction, they had even reconciled the
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cessor and his mother: he determined to gratify them. The
chancellor, who was with great difficulty drawn to make a
sacrifice of his revenge, was sent to the King, to prevail on
him to yield that Lord Bute might be at the head of the
Prince’s family. The old man could not but observe to the
chancellor how contradictory this advice was to the refusal
himself had suggested, pressed. ¢ Sir,” replied the judge with
sanctimonious chicane, “ your Majesty has said, that you would
not make the Earl of Bute groom of the stole, and undoubtedly
your Majesty cannot make the Earl of Bute groom of the
stole ; but your Majesty has never said that you would not make
the Earl of Bute treasurer, or place him in some other great
post.” However, this sophistry was too gross; and the King
thought it less dishonorable flatly to break his declared reso-
lution, than palliate it to himself by so mean an evasion.

Newcastle, not to lag behind in the race of untruths, told
Fox that nothing more would be said in council of the Prince’s
family ; he believed nothing more would be done in it. In
the mean time he regulated the whole establishment, though
it hung awhile in suspense, as they wished to extract from the
Princess a promise of giving no farther trouble.

Fox now found it was time to consult his own security :
he saw Newecastle flinging up works all round himself; and
suspected that Pitt would be invited to defend them. He
saw how little power he had obtained by his last treaty with
that duke; he saw himself involved in the bad success of
measures on which he had not been consulted, scarce sufferred
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accomplished what he had projected, reached the letter (he
received it at the board of treasury), to Nugent, and cried,

o« What shall I do ?”’—and then hurried to Lord Granville, and

told him he would resign his place to him. «I thought,” said
Granville, « I had cured you of such offers last year: I will be
hanged a little before I take your place; rather than a little
after.” Fox too went to vent his woes on Lord Granville, and
prefacing them with a declaration of his unambitious temper,
that shrewd jolly man interrupted him, and said, « I'ox, I don’t
love to have you say things that will not be believed—if you
was of my age, very well ; I have put on my night-cap; there
is no more daylight for me—but you should be ambitious: I
want to instill a nobler ambition into you ; to make you knock
the heads of the kings of Europe toge;cher, and jumble some-
thing out of it that may be of service to this country.” How-
ever, he had too much experience of Newcastle to think it
possible for Fox to go on with him, or to expect that New-
castle would let him. In my own opinion, Fox hoped to
terrify, and to obtain an increase of sway. He went to Lady
Yarmouth, and uttered his grievances, and appealed to her
whether he had not formerly told her, that, if on the death of
Mr. Pelham the Duke of Newcastle had taken him sincerely,
he would have acted as faithfully under him as he had under
Sir Robert Walpole :—« 4k ! Monsieur Fowx,” cried Lady Yar-
mouth, « il y avoit bien de la difference entre ces deuxr hommes
la!”  She intreated him, for the sake of the King, for the sake
of the country, not to quit. Not prevailing, she begged that
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did honour to Pitt—but it seems, the King did not know him.
The conversation ended with the King’s saying, he would
leave it to Fox’s honour whether he would desert him now.
Fox was by no means hard-hearted on this oceasion. He
began to say, that he would serve for the hext session, but
would positively resign in the spring. . In the mean time he
was casting about for means of union with Pitt. His resent-
ment to Newcastle prescribed this; and his friend, the Duke
of Bedford, who, from the moment he had lost his turnpike
bill, saw that this country would be ruined by the Duke of
Newcastle and the chancellor, loudly dictated it. Fox applied
to Horace Walpole, and told him, that as soon as he should
be ready to break with Newcastle, he would desire him to
acquaint Mr. Pitt that he should be willing to unite with him.
Walpole, who by no means approved the adoption of such
Pelham politics, as acting with a man only till an opportunity
offerred of undermining him; and who had for some time
withdrawn himself from all participation of measures which he
thought neither fair nor wise, replied, « That it was true, he
admired Mr. Pitt, though he had not the honour of his friend-
ship ; that he earnestly wished to see them united ; but before
he carried any such message, he must be convinced it was for
Mr. Fox’s honour and service.” Walpole had uniformly per-
sisted in detaching himself from Fox, from the moment the
latter had entered into engagements with Newecastle, with
whom the other had determined ncver to have the most

minute connection. Yet, I fear, passions of more mortal coni-
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possible : she wished to prevent the rupture; for all the
Hanoverians had contracted strange notions of the truculence
of Pitt’s virtue. October 18th, Fox had an audience. The
monarch was sour; but endeavoured to keep his temper: yet
made no concessions, no request to the retiring minister to
stay. At last he let slip the true cause of his indignation:
« You,” said he, « have made me make that puppy Bute groom
of the stole”—for so the junto had persuaded him, when they
were reduced to bend to Bute themselves. Fox protested
that he had never named it in council ; he had only suggested
it as a prudent measure to Newcastle. ~ Still the King dropped
suspicions of his having connections with the Princess. « Sir,”
replied Fox, « what I am so happy in, my attachment to your
son ¥, might have assured you against that.” On his side, the
monarch disavowed having made any offers to Pitt. Yet so
little condescension appeared, that Fox determined to quit
directly ; and took his leave with saying, that his intention
was so much known, that now he could not avoid resigning.
The King, during the whole conversation, seemed to leave
open his dominion of saying, or unsaying, hereafter, as the
negotiations on the anvil should have a prosperous or un-
fortunate issue. The chancellor was treating with Pitt;
that is, had sent to desire to see him, and plied him on the
19th and 20th with large offers. Pitt refused all in direct
terms, alledging, that the Duke of Newcastle had engrossed
the King’s whole confidence—and it was understood, that he

* Duke of Cumberland.






94

1756.

October.

< I’itt visits
Lady Yar-
mouth.’

MEMOIRES OF

Scc')tt has been mentioned in the civil wars of the tutorhood
as attached to Stone: the reason given for his exclusion was,
his having talked with contempt of the Prince’s understand-
ing *, and with freedom of the Princess’s conduct. The truth
was, Scott was a frank man, of no courtly depth, and had
indiscreetly disputed with Lord Bute, who affected a character
of learning. The King, who loved to mark{ his empire in
the loss of it, refused to give the golden key himself to Lord
Bute, as was usual, but sent it by the Duke of Grafton, who
slipped it into his pocket, and advised him to take no notice
of the manner. The earl, on being wished joy, was said
to reply, he felt none, while the Duke of Newcastle was
minister.

On the 21st, in the morning, the palace—not at all the
scene of action, had its solitude alarmed. The pages of the
back-stairs were seen hurrying about, and crying, ¢ Mr. Pitt
wants my Lady Yarmouth.” That great stranger made her
an abrupt visit—said he was come to explain himself, lest it
should be thought he had not been sufficiently explicit. He
repeated his exclusion of Newcastle—and gave some civil,
though obscure hints, as if, in losing his grace, Hanover might
not lose all its friends. The visit itself seemed to indicate
that. The mistress of the King and the friend of the minister

* He once, before Lord Waldegrave, said to the Prince, who excused his
own inapplication on the foot of idleness, « Sir, yours is not idleness; your
brother Edward is idle, but you must not call being “asleep all day being idle.”

+ See the motto to this book.






96

1756.

October,

¢ State of
parties.’

MEMOIRES OF

“help expecting to find the same support from it for himself

and his friends. Sir George Lyttelton concurred with him—
and if that was encouragement, offerred to accept any employ-
ment. Nugent and Lord Duplin, on the contrary, dissuaded
such rash measures; the latter said sensibly, “ Fox and Pitt
shall not need but sit still and laugh, and we must walk out of

" the house.” Fox’s court (except Doddington, who was too

shrewd not to think ill of their cause, and who accordingly
acted disgust on not having been more consulted), talked as if
triumphant, the moment they heard the reconciliation of New-
castle and Pitt was desperate. The Duke of Marlborough
said, Newcastle must be sent to Sussex; Claremont was too
near. The Duke of Bedford would have permitted him to
retire thither with a pension, and eagerly drove Fox to unite
with Pitt. The party of the latter, that is, Lord Temple, was
indecently forward to come into place, and having always
hated by the scale of his ambition, he had only passions to
sacrifice, not principles, when the terms of his advancement
were to be adjusted.

Newecastle sinking, catched at feathers: his grace proposed
to Lord Egmont to be secretary of state; but he demanded
an English peerage for his son, as the price of his own ac-
ceptance of one of the first posts in England. Ministries were
become such precarious tenures, that scarce any man would
list in them under places for life. The foreign ministers,
a nation not apt to joke, complained bitterly of our frequent
revolutions; and D’Abreu, the Spanish resident, said, before
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strength and the weakness of the mediator, behaved with
haughty warmth ; complained of the indignity offerred to him
by sending Fox, whom he proscribed from the cabinet; softened
a little in general, yet said, he must promote the inquiries ; ex-
cused himself for having named his grace to the treasury, but
as it was necessary to place some great lord there to whom the
Whigs would look up, his partiality had made him presume to
propose his grace: professed not only duty to the King, but
obligation for the person now commissioned to treat with him.
The duke took up spirit, and told him, if he refused, the King
would be supported without him—Pitt did not mean to drive
them to that extremity. The negotiations took up many days,
all parties raising difficulties, none bringing facilities. Pitt,
who wanted friends for places, more than places for his friends,
seemed to think that he must figure by the greatness, since he
could not by the number of his demands. Yet of his small
squadron, he seemed sollicitous to provide only for his allies
the Grenvilles, as if what filled his own little administration
would suffice for the nation’s. He even affected to have forgot
Charles Townshend, and, as if recollecting himself, cried, « Oh!
there is one that will not like to be at the bottom of the list.”
The mediator-duke took care this neglect should not be a
secret. On one point Pitt affected deceney : being asked whom
he wished to have secretary at war, he replied, he did not pre-
tend to meddle there. He relaxed on the article of sending
away the Hanoverians; softened towards a war on the con-
tinent; owned the King of Prussia was a great object, but
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situation of affairs. Legge made no answer. Fox in wrath
sent for his letter back: Legge returned it at once without a
word; and depending on his favour with Lord Bute, now
thought himself so considerable a part of the new accession,
that he hoped to engross the treasury himself; and actually
proposed Lord Hertford for first lord. Fox laboured to engage
the Duke of Devonshire to aécept the treasury, and the Duke
of Bedford to go to Ireland, at once to fix another ally in the
cabinet, and to disappoint both Legge and Temple. Bedford
was refractory ; but luckily the throne of Ireland was heaven
itself in the eyes of the duchess; and the vast emoluments of
secretary were full as vehement temptations to their secretary
Mr. Rigby. Fox in the mean time endeavoured to buoy up
the spirits of the King, telling him he neither wanted ex-
pedients nor couragé ; ‘intreated him to have patience; that
Pitt would rise in his demands; that at last and at worst he
would take the treasury himself and go to the Tower, rather
than they should shave his Majesty’s head—¢“ Ah!” cried the
King sensibly, «if you go to the Tower, I shall not be long
behind you!” The Duke of Bedford was as courageous as
Fox, and proposed warm opposition, or to support Fox in the
administration. And thus far Fox had judged right; Pitt’s
demands no longer abated. He required the dismission of
Lord Holderness on the affair of the Hanoverian soldier ; and
proposed to take Sir Thomas Robinson for coadjutor, only
exchanging provinces ; himself would take the northern ; that
was, the Hanoverian—and it is worthy remark, that formerly
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Devonshire that Lord Temple would be content to take the
business of the navy on him. Yet the more they acquiesced,
the nr;ore Fox laboured to defeat all accommodation by which
he was to be excluded. His last effort, and a rash one it was,
concluded to have the great Lords and Commoners summoned
to a meeting at Lord Granville’s, where the indignities offerred
to the King, and the exorbitances of Mr. Pitt’s demands, were
to be laid before them. They were to be intreated to stand
by the King in lopping Mr. Pitt’s list; and, with their ap-
probation, a message was to be sent to him in the name of the
council, that his Majesty would not endure the readmission of
Mr. Legge; that Mr. Pitt should in other things be con-
tented, except that Mr. Fox must be chancellor of the ex-
chequer. On this foot, and on no other, the Duke of Devon-
shire consented to take the treasury. Fox wished him to
retain Ireland, that so, if they could weather the approaching
session, the duke might be ready to resign the treasury into
his hands, which seemed to be the drift of his intrigues :—if
Devonshire could not keep Ireland, then Bedford was de-
signed to it. The secret was kept till the very day it was to
be disclosed; when the Duke of Grafton, having learnt it
either from the King or Devonshire, was amazed at the wild-
ness of mischief with which it was big, and went to lament
with his son-in-law, Lord Hertford. It happened that Mr.
Conway and Horace Walpole were at dinner with the earl,
and to them, as soon as the duke was gone, he communicated
what he had heard. They were no less astonished than the others
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began to range-itself. Legge professed acquiescence—art-
fully; if Pitt acceded, he must of course: if Pitt did not,
Legge would have all the merit of his own moderation. But
that conqueror grew still more tractable: he first yielded to
take the southern province; next, even to bear with Lord
Holderness, if his Majesty insisted on it; yet hoped it would
be waved, as he [otherwise] might set out with doing something
disagreeable to his Majesty, [he] having engaged his honour, if
a question should be moved on that lord, not to oppose it.
Some parting rays of popular virtue were still made to glim-
mer : the party even ordered one Evans, a lawyer, to draw up
articles of impeachment against Lord Anson; and transports
were ordered for the Hanoverians, as the country magistrates
urged that they were not obliged by law to billet them. The
nation all the while expected great services from Pitt—but
even the Duke of Newcastle had talked reformation, and once
had gone so far as to cashier the pensions of three old widows.
Pitt’s was a nobler style; and, as Addison said of Virgil, if he
did contaminate himself, %e at least tossed about his dirt with an
air of majesty.

With more sincerity the little band of. patriots disposed
themselves to fill the conquered provinces : yet so few of them
were in parliament, and so many had difficulties of being re-
chosen, that it almost promised to be an administration out of
parliament. Fox even skirmished his borough from Dr. Hay,
one of the new admiralty ; and had others been as desperate,
would have opposed most of them on their re-elections. Pitt
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administration, this was the catalogue of his disinterestedness.
His dukedom was entailed on his nephew, Lord Lincoln; the
only one * conferred by George the Second. Another nephew,
Mr. Shelley, had the reversion of the pipe-oftice. His cousin,
young T. Pelham, already of the board of trade, got another
reversion in the custom-house. Iis creature, Sir George Lyt~
telton, was indemnified with a peerage. His secretary, Mr.
West, was rewarded with a reversion for himself and son.
Jones, a favourite clerk, and nephew of the chancellor, had
another reversion. An Irish earldom was given to Mr.
O'Brien. ‘

All this being granted, his grace retired to Claremont,
where, for about a fortnight, he played at being a country
gentleman. Guns and green frocks were bought, and at past
sixty, he affected to turn sportsman ; but getting wet in his feet,
he hurried back to London in a fright, and his country was
once more blessed with his assistance.

Newecastle’s resignation was on the 19th followed by that
of the chancellor. Great endeavours had been used to retain
him, or to engage Murray to succeed him: but what terrified
or disgusted the former could have no temptation to the
latter, who was equally a friend to Newcastle, was by no means
equally ambitious, was more timorous, and still less disposed
to serve with Pitt alone. TFatigue determined the scale with

* On the removal of Sir Robert Walpole, the King had consented to make the
Earls of Northampton and Ailesbury dukes, but neither having a son, they
declined that honour.
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been mentioned : George Grenville succeeded Doddington as
treasurer of the navy; James Grenville, a lord of the trea-
sury ; Potter, a joint-paymaster of Ireland; Sir Richard Lyt-
telton had the jewel-office ; Martin, secretary of the treasury ;
the Admirals West and Forbes, with Dr. Hay, Elliot, and
Hunter, were put into the admiralty; John Pitt was made
surveyor of the roads, and Charles Townshend, treasurer of
the chambers. At the same time garters were given to the
Duke of Devonshire, Lord Carlisle, Lord Northumberland,
and Lord Hertford. A red ribband and an Irish peerage to old
Blakeney, who went to Kensington in a hackney-coach with a
foot-soldier behind it. As Blakeney had not only lost his
government, but was bed-rid while it was losing, these honours
were a little ridiculed ; but the new ministers and admiralty
inclining to treat Mr. Byng with less rigour, this step was
taken by the old court to refresh the resentment of the po-
pulace. Iixcepting Lord Temple and Pitt himself, the cabinet
was still engrossed by the adherents of Newcastle and Fox;
and little harmony was to be expected, or was designed from
a jumble of three such discordant interests. The invention
was I'ox’s, who, first of ‘all men, projected to leave his friends
in place, to distress his hostile successors. Formerly the de-
pendents of a minister resigned with affected dignity, or were
abruptly dismissed—pensions and reversions now broke the
fall of the few who were disgraced. - _

Pitt now appeared as first minister; yet between his
haughtiness on one hand, and the little share he assumed,
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1757.  manors were not more in disuse, than sanguinary methods of

preserving or acquiring empires. No prime ministers perished
on a scaffold, no heretics in the flames: a Russian * princess
spared her competitor; even in Turkey the bow-string had
been relaxed—alas! frenzy revived in France the credibility
of assassination; guilt renewed in England machinations of
scarce a whiter dye. -

“Contestbe-  The contests between the parliament and the clergy about

tween parlia- . . . . )
mentand  the bull unigenitus were still carried on in France. The con-

Francer” duct of the former was such a happy composition of good sense
and temper, that they neither deserted their duty under op-
pression, nor sought to inflame the populace to support them
against their oppressors. Even the clergy were blessed with
more moderation than is usual in such contentions; and, what
was as lucky, had no able heads to direct them. The court of
Rome, instead of profiting of these divisions, had used its in-
fluence to compose them. Benedict the Fourteenth then sat
in the apostolic chair; a man in whom were united all the
amiable qualities of a prince and a pastor: he had too much
sense to govern the church by words, too much goodness to
rule his dominions by fm;ce. Amid the pomp of popery he
laughed at form, and by the mildness of his virtue made
fanaticism, of whatever sect, odious. Yet this venerable pon-
tiff, now sinking under ‘the weight of fourscore years, was at
last surprized into, or perhaps never knew that his name was
used in, issuing a bull to enforce, upder pain of damnation, the

* The Czarina Elizabeth, who only confined the Princess Anne of Mecklemberg.
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lurked about the colonades for two days, pushed up to the
coach, jostled the dauphin, and stabbed the king under the
right arm with a long knife; but the king having two thick
coats, the blade did not penetrate deep. The king was sur-
prized, but thinking the man had only pushed against him,
said, « Le coquin m’a donné un furieux coup de poing”—but
putting his hand to his side and feeling blood, he said, «I7
m'a blessé; qu'on le saississe, et qu'on ne lui fasse point de
mal.” The king was carried to bed; the wound proved
neither mortal nor dangerous : but strong impressions, and not
easily to be eradicated, must have been made on a mind gloomy
and superstitious. The title of Well-beloved could but faintly :
balance the ideas of Henry the Third stabbed, of Henry the
Fourth stabbed, of enraged Jesuits, and an actual wound. Yet
all the satisfaction that the most minute investigation of eir-
cumstances could give, and that tortures could wrest from
the assassin, were obtained. Damiens, the criminal, appeared
clearly to be mad: he had been footman to several persons,
had fled for a robbery, had returned to Paris from a dark and
restless habit of mind; and from some preposterous avidity of
horrid fame, and from one of those wonderfull contradictions
of the human mind, a man aspired to renown that had de-
scended to theft. Yet in this dreadfull complication of guilt
and frenzy, there was room for compassion :.the unfortunate
wretch was sensible of the predominance of his black tempera-
ment; and the very morning of the assassination, asked for a
surgeon to let him blood ; and to the last gasp of being, per-
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perhaps a blameable one. Too severe pains cannot be used to
eradicate the -infernal crime of holy assassination; but what
punishments can prevent madness ? would not one rather stifle
under a feather bed, than draw out on the rack a being infected
with a frenzy of guilt and heroism ?

King George ordered Mr. Pitt to send a compliment on
the French king’s escape, which was conveyed by the Spanish
minister, and was handsomely received and answered.

The year opened in England in the same temper with
which the last had closed. Pitt was much confined ; when he
appeared at council, was haughty and visionary; so much,
that after one of their meetings, Lord Granville said, « Pitt
used to call me madman, but I never was half so mad as he is.”
Legge had little power, and was unsatisfied. The Duke of
Devonshire preserved what he called candour; that is, he
listened with complaisance to Pitt’s secrets, and to be im-
partial, repeated them to Fox. The Duke of Bedford accepted
Ireland : the primate was come over to feel what would be
the future temper of that government; and threw himself
into "great court to the new lord-lieutenant and his friends.
Lord George Sackville, to promote those views, seemed to
incline to Fox, and took every opportunity of showing how
usefull or troublesome he could be.

In the mean time the trial of Admiral Byng proceeded,
having begun at the conclusion of the preceding year. At
the same time had been held a novel sort of court of justice:
the generals Legonier, Huske, and Cholmondeley, had been
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that the contest lay between -an entire absolution, and the
strugles of some, who wished to censure, when it was impos-.
sible to condemn.

Before sentence was pronounced, an express was dispatched
to the Admiralty at London, to demand, whether the court-
martial were at liberty to mitigate an article of war on which
they had doubts. They were answered in the negative. It
was the twelfth of the articles-of war on which they had
scruples. It was formerly left to the discretion of the court
to inflict death or whatever punishment they thought proper,
on neglect of duty: but about three years before this period
the articles had been new-modelled ; and to strike the greater
terror into the officers of the fleet, who had been thought too
remiss, the softer alternative had been omitted. From the
most favorable construction (for the members of the court) of
the present case, it was plain that the court-martial, who had
demanded whether the law would not authorize them to
mitigate the rigour of the article, thought the admiral by no
means deserved to be included in its utmost severity. This
they must have thought—they could not mean to inquire
whether they might mitigate what they did not desire to
mitigate.

How the, more moderate members of the court obtained
the acquiescence of their brethren to this demand is surprizing,
for Admiral Boscawen, who had the guard of the prisoner at
Portsmouth, and who was not one of the judges, but a lord of
the Admiralty, seems by the event to have understood to a
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a set of ministers, who meant to divert on him the vengeance
of a betrayed and enraged nation. I have spoken, and shall
speak of him as of a man most unjustly and wickedly put to
death: and as this was the moment from which my opinion
sprung, however lamentably confirmed by the event, it is
necessary in my own vindication to say a few words, lest pre-
judice against the persecutors, or for the persecuted, should be
suspected of having influenced my narrative. I can appeal to
God that I never spoke to Mr. Byng in my life, nor had the
most distant acquaintance with any one of his family. The
man I never saw but in the street, or in the House of Com-
mons, and there I thought his carriage haughty and disgusting.
From report I had formed a mean opinion of his understand-
ing: and from the clamours of the world, I was carried away with
the multitude in believing he had not done his duty; and in
thinking his behaviour under Ais circumstances weak and ar-
rogant. I neverinterested myself enough about him to inquire
whether this opinion was well or ill founded. When his
pémphlet appeared, I read it, and found he had been eruelly
and scandalously treated. I knew enough not to wonder at
this conduct in some of his persecutors—yet it concerned not
me; and I thought no more about it till the sentence, and the
behaviour of his judges which accompanied it, struck me with
astonishment! I could not conceive, how men could acquit
hdnorably, and condemn to death with the same breath! How
men could “feel so much, and be so insensible at the same
instant: and from the prejudice of education which had told
me that the law of England understood that its ministers of
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The court, pursuant to an order from the lords commissioners
of the admiralty to Vice-admiral Smith, dated Dec. 14, 1756,
proceeded to inquire into the conduct of the Hon. John Byng,
admiral of the blue squadron of his Majesty’s fleet, and to try
him upon a charge, that during the engagement between his
Majesty’s fleet; under his command, and the fleet of the French
King, on the 20th of May last, he did withdraw or keep back,
and did not do his utmost to take, seize, and destroy, the ships
of the French King, which it was his duty to have 'engagéd,
and to assist such of his Majesty’s ships as were engaged
in fight with the French ships, which it was his duty to
have assisted; and for that he did not do his utmost to
relieve St. Philip’s castle, in his Majesty’s island of Minorca,
then besieged by the forces of the:French  King, but acted
contrary to, and in breach of his Majesty’s command: and

" having heard the evidence and the prisoner’s defence, and

very maturely and thoroughly. considered the same, they are
unanimously of opinion, Athat he did not do his utmost to
relieve St. Philip’s castle, and also that during the engagement
between his Majesty’s fleet under his command anhd the fleet
of the French King on the 20th of May last, he did not do his
utmost to. take, seize, and destroy, the ships of the French -
King, which it was his duty to have engaged, and to a.ssist~
such, of his Majesty’s ships as were engaged in fight with the
French ships, which it was his duty to have assisted ; and do
therefore unanimously agree that he falls under part of the
twelfth article of an act of parliament of the twenty-second

4
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court-martial, assembled for the trial of Admiral Byng, believe

‘it unnecessary to inform your lordships, that in the whole

course of this long trial, we have done our utmost endeavour
to come at truth, and to do the strictest justice to our country,
and the prisoner; but we cannot help laying the distresses of
our minds before your lordships on this occasion, in finding
ourselves under a necessity of condemning a man to death,
from the great severity of the twelfth article of war, part of
which he falls under, and which admits of no mitigation, even
if the crime should be committed by an error in judgment
only; and therefore for our own consciences sakes, as well
as in justice to the prisoner, we pray your lordships, in the
most earnest manner, to recommend him to his Majesty’s
clemency.
“ We are, my lords, &c. &c.”
Signed by the whole court.

From this sentence and this letter, it appears that Mr.
Byng was acquitted, in the fullest manner, of cowardice by
men, who (to say the best of them) were too scrupulous to
acquit of a crime of which they thought him guilty, when they
imagined it was their duty to condemn him for another crime,
of which, it seems, they did not think him guilty. For thus
unbiassed posterity will undoubtedly judge of those men. If
there was any meaning in their strange procedure, it must
have been this. = They thought the admiral guilty of an error
in judgment; and as from an error of judgment he had not
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will ‘read the inhuman letters of their tool, Cleland, the se-
cretary of the admiralty, will be a competent judge of what
mercy Mr. Byng had to expect after condemnation. -

. The first flame lighted by this extraordinary sentence was

" the dissatisfaction it occasioned in the navy, when they found

such a construction of the twelfth article, as made it capital for
an officer to want, what he could not command, judgment.
Admiral West threatened to resign if it was not altered. But
they who had power to enforce execution on such an inter-
pretation, took care not to consent to any correction. With
what face could they put the admiral to death, if they owned
that the article, on which he was condemned; wanted amend-
ment ?

Before I proceed to the consequences of this affair, I will
say a few words, as I promised, on the engagement itself;
though with regard to the fate of Mr. Byng, I think it ceased
from this moment to be any part of the question. If he was
guilty of any fault, his most conscientious judges thought it so
small an one, that they did not hesitate to censure the law
itself for blending it with capital erimes : -and it will appear as
fully that the duration of it was as short, as the nature of it
was light; not extending beyond very few minutes.. Had
he been guilty of all that cowardice, which had -at first been
charged on him, and of which he was so honorably acquitted,
it would still have been:a notorious violation of the custom of
England (and the common law itself is scarce more than
custom), to put him to death after’ such earnest recom-
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had beaten the French, he should not have saved the island.
General Blakeney too deposed at the trial, that if the whole
detachment ordered from Gibraltar had been landed at the
time the fleet appeared off Mahon, it would have been insigni-
ficant: an opinion, in my judgment, as wrong as the admiral’s.
At last the fortress fell from want of hands—what had they
sufferred ? a reinforcement would have prolonged the siege, as
the defeat of the French fleet might have starved the besiegers,
if in either case a new squadron had been sent from England.
To conclude all their efforts insufficient, both the admiral and
general must have believed that the English ministry would
have continued as remiss and culpable as they 4ad been.
With regard to the sentence, the essence of it turns on the
very few minutes in which the admiral neglected to make all
possible sail—and for that he died! I, however shocked at
the severity of his fate, am still impartial ; and with the truth
that becomes an historian from the most respectable down to
so trifling a writer as myself, shall fairly declare all I know and
observed : and difficult it would be for any man to have watched
with more industry of attention every the most minute circum-
stance of this dark affair from the instant the sentence was
made public. From that unremitted observation I formed
this opinion. Mr. Byng, by nature a vain man, by birth the
son of a hero, was full of his own glory, and apprehensive of
forfeiting any portion of what had descended on him. - He
went, conscious of the bad condition of his ships and men, to
dispute that theatre with the French, on which his father had
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When this letter was produced, the admiral was dead ; new
objects had engaged the minds of men ; and this is not a nation
where any impressions engrave themselves deeply. If I have
mentioned it now, it was to demonstrate my own impartial
veracity : and yet, though the delay was blameable, no conse-
quences flowed from it. If he had lingered, it had been but
for a day or two: he had arrived in time to fight the I'rench,
and could but have fought them, arriving a day or two sooner.
Dispatched so late as he was, he never could have reached
Minorca early enough to disturb their landing. This reason-
ing therefore is meer speculation, and not intended to absolve
or condemn the admiral, the justice of whose fate I again
declare in my opinion by no means depended on the innocence
or criminality of his behaviour: the iniquity of his suffering on
such a sentence, and after such a recommendation of his judges,
gave the tone to his catastrophe.

I must interrupt the sequel of his story to relate a few
preceding and intervening passages. i

Two battalions, each composed of a thousand Highlanders,
were raised for the service of America; the command given to
the brother of Lord Eglinton, and to the master of Lovat, the
son of the famous old chieftain, who had sufferred on Tower-
hill after the late rebellion. The young man had béen forced
into the same cause by his father, had been attainted and par-
doned, but was never permitted to go into the Highlands ; and
though he received a pension from the crown, he was allowed

nothing from his paternal estate. His jurisdiction too had
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Townshend moved to have the articles separated, that the
truth might be known.

21st.—Mr. Legge opened part of the supplies, of which
one ingredient was a guinea lottery, the scheme of a visionary
Jew, who long pestered the public with his reveries. The
plan failed. Legge ostentatiously subscribed for a thousand
tickets, and engaged his chief, the Duke of Devonshire, to do
the same: but Legge took care privately to vend his own
number, and was no loser. Beckford proposed new kinds of
taxes on tea and salt, which were not accepted. Mr. Pitt, in
the mean time, was confined. The patience and complaisance
of the Tories was remarkable, who, notwithstanding the in-
structions which they had instructed their constituents to senid
them for speedy inquiries into the late mismanagement, revered
the sick bed of the gouty minister, and presumed to tap no
inquiry in his absence. What accession of dignity to him!
what reflection on the capacity or integrity of his associates,
who were not deemed qualified to scrutinize without him the
conduct of their predecessors !

26th.—The militia bill was again offerred to the house.
Mr. Conway opened in a very able manner another plan of
his own for raising a militia from the capital towns. Mr. Fox
supported it. Charles Townshend broke out into a vehemence
of passion, on Fox’s saying that the former bill ought to be
altered to make it palatable to the lords, whom Townshend
handled very roughly. ILord George Sackville opposed him,
but took care not to show more partiality to Mr. Conway,
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was shown on the matter of inquiries; and when George
Townshend could no longer in decency defer to call for papers
previous to the examination, as he did at last February 8th,
the inquisition seemed affectedly limited to the loss of Mi-
norca, on which subject, Newcastle and Fox had bad leisure
for months to amove from all offices whatever papers could be
supposed to affect them. All discussion of the neglects in
America, so extensive, so numerous, and so easily to be proved,
were cautiously avoided. Indication sufficient, that the late
ministers had left no evidence against themselves, was, that in
a parliament constituted almost entirely of their friends, not a
single objection was made by any of their dependents against
the scrutiny into their conduct. The most upright ministers
had never met popular attacks with indifference—were New-
castle, Anson, Fox, more bold, or more innocent than any of
their predecessors? 'The farce of national justice had never
appeared in more glaring colours: Mr. Byng had been kept a
close prisoner from the instant of his arrest; thirty witnesses
that he had demanded, had been denied to him ; every evidence
that could possibly affect him, had been produced—when the
more powerfull criminals were to be charged, a single part of
their administration was selected, papers were demanded by
guess, and it was left to the discretion of offices full of clerks,
all creatures of the late ministers, to send, omit, secrete, mangle
what part of those papers they pleased. No committee was
appoin~ted to conduct the inquiry, nobody empowered to pro-

cure or manage evidence, or even to examine whether what
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enough to make it a measure in the Admiralty to refuse to
sign the warrant for execution, unless they were better satisfied
on the legality of the sentence—if their consciences could be
tranquillized by such opiates as the casuists of Westminster-
hall could administer, Lord Hardwicke had no apprehension
but the warrant might still be signed. Accordingly, the King
referred the sentence to the judges; and as there was no diffi-
culty but what they could solve by pronouncing an absurdity
legal, they soon declared, that a sentence, which acquitted of
two crimes, and yet condemned, without specifying a third,
was very good law. And thus, without an instance of inter-
preting a new, obscure, and doubtfull statute in the most un-
favorable sense, and contrary to the stream of precedents, by
which criminals recommended to mercy were constantly par-
doned, the people of England (that some revengefull men
might be gratified, and some guilty men might have their
crimes atoned by the sacrifice of another man) obtained the
alarming precedent of a sentence pronounced by implication !
And this was the more alarming, as it was known that the
word * negligence had been proposed in the court-martial, and

* Indeed they could not with much consistence condemn him of neglect, after
they had previously and unanimously voted the following resolution, which was
their 25th :

¢ The court are of opinion, that while the Ramillies (the admiral’s own ship)
was firing in going down, the Trident and ships immediately ahead of the Ramillies
proved an impediment to the Ramillies continuing to go down.”

It was proved too beyond contradiction, that he could not foresee that the
French fleet would not stay for him, as they remained with their sails aback to

the mast; and that he must have been up with them in ten or fifteen minutes, if
the impediment had not happened from the Trident and Princess Louisa.
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the miscarriages of the last year, might not be sorry to see the
busy timidity of Newecastle, or the dark councils of Hardwicke,
transferring his, their own, and Anson’s neglects and mis-
managements to Mr. Byng, and sweeping court, navy, par-
liament, and law, into a combination to cut off a man whom
they had made obnoxious to the nation, because he was so to
themselves—but what more crooked policy was that, which,
not content with sheltering itself behind Mr. Byng, sought to
ruin Mr. Pitt too, by painting him to the multitude as the
champion of the condemned admiral ? It is irksome to me to
tell what whispers, what open speeches, what libels, Mr. Fox
and his emissaries vented to blacken Mr. Pitt and Lord
Temple, for feeling symptoms of humanity towards a traduced,
a condemned, a friendless man! Hardwicke moved steadily
towards his point, the death of the criminal :—Fox sported
with the life of that criminal, and turned mercy itself into an
engine of faction to annoy his antagonist. Had Mr. Pitt
effectually interposed, had the seal been set by his influence
to Mr. Byng’s pardon (however generous morality would scorn
the office), policy might have excused Mr. Fox for traducing
such humanity :—but previously to make mercy impossible,
by making it dengerous, by making it odious! I know not
where ambition weuld stop, if it could leap over such sacred
sensations !

February 16.—The day after the judges had given their
opinion on the sentence, the King in council referred that
opinion to the admiralty. The King signs no sentence him-
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House of Commons the sentence pronounced against one of
their members. The Speaker produced a long roll of pre-

" cedents for expelling him before execution, lest his disgrace

should reflect on the house. Lord Strange objected, good-

naturedly, that this would be heaping cruelty, and seemed to

exclude mercy, while yet there was an opening to it. Sir
Francis Dashwood, a man distinguished by no milkiness of
temper, connected with no friends of the pfisoner, took this

up strongly, and moved to call for the letter of the court-

martial. TFox objected, that this would look like a censure on

that court. Sir Francis denied that he meaned it in that

light. His view, he said, was, by considering the warmth of
their recommendation, to lead to some application for mercy.

Mr. Pitt seemed to favour that purpose, and lashed novel pro-

ceedings in courts-martial ; and said he hoped that the letter,

when produced, might lead the house to do something on that

mortal twelfth article: and hq\ mentioned with disdain ano-

nymous letters that he had received, threatning him as a

favorer of Mr. Byng. Fox, to wave all humane impressions,

called for the order of the day. Sir Francis would have re-

newed his motion, but the house did not seem inclined to

receive it; and it was lost.

Mr. Pitt had come that very day to the House of Com-
‘mons for the first time since his illness, and as it was the first
time since he was minister of his acting there in office, it could
not fail of being remarked, that he dated his administration
with a demand of money for Hanover. He delivered a mes-
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but an ugly presage of his kind wishes to the new administra-
tion. For minister—the word never belonged so little to any
body as to himself: he had neither ministerial power nor in-
fluence. - All he had done, was, having had an opportunity of
saying, ¢ This I will do—that I will never do.” 'The money
was granted nemine contradicente—even the Tories agreeing to
it—I suppose, to prove their consistence too.

One event in this debate requires a comment : Lord George
Sackville declared himself for Mr. Pitt: he had seemed before
to attach himself to Fox. This was the history of his variation :
the primate had come over to offer his service to the new lord
lieutenant ; and both he and Lord George had paid court to
Mr. Fox, and still more to Mr. Rigby, the Duke of Bedford’s
minister. The two former had received their assiduities cor-
dially ; Bedford himself, of a shy, uncommunicative nature,
had treated the primate with obstinate coldness, and absolutely
declined on every occasion to talk to him on Irish business.
The duke’s own plan was to steer impartially between the two
factions; at least for his ﬁrst_ session. Fox, early in the
winter, had made great application to Lord George Sackville
to move for retaining the Hessians, which being agreeable to
the wishes of the Whigs, the new ministers would have been
beaten before they could bring on any of their popular ques-
tions. Lord George demanded previously that the Duke of
Bedford should eﬁgage to leave the primate one of the lords
justices; which would have been granted, but the Duke of
Bedford himself hung off; for though he was willing to leave
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1757. Indeed, when Bedford proved as untamed as Pitt had been;
and when Pitt condescended to make room in his virtue for

Hanover, Lord George (as the primate with wonderfull frank-
ness avowed to Fox), finding that Mr. Pitt « would now pursue
human measures by human means,” made no difficulty of uniting
with him. Lord George gave the same account to Fox too.
Another reason of mortal complexion had probably some sway
with Lord George—of nothing he was so jealous as of Conway.
Fox had supported the latter’s plan of militia; and the Duke
of Richmond, brother of Lady Caroline Fox, was on the point
of marrying Lady Mary Bruce, daughter-in-law of Mr. Conway.
If Lord George then looked on the connection of Fox and
Conway, as imminent and certain, no wonder he devoted him-
self to the contrary faction.

m?;};t;ocauctlllon As the day approached for the execution of the admiral,

of Byng'  symptoms of an extraordinary nature discovered themselves.
Lord Hardwicke had forgot to make the clergy declare murder
innocent, as the lawyers had been induced to find law in what
no man else could find sense. ILord Anson himself, in mid-
night fits of weakness and wine, held forth at Arthur’s on his
anxiety to have Mr. Byng spared ; and even went so far as to
break forth abruptly to Lord Halifax, the admiral’s relation by
marriage, “ Good God! my lord, what shall we do to save poor
Mr. Byng?” The earl replied, « My lord, if you really mean
it, no man can do so much towards it as yourself” Keppel, a
friend of Anson, and one of the judges, grew restless with
remorse. Lest these achs of conscience should be contagious;
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1757.  negligent? . The French had not waited for him: when they

February. did not, he crouded more sail. The council of war they never
< Debate on
Byng's sen-
tence.’

mentioned! Did not Mr. West approve the return to Gibraltar?
Then, with increase of seriousness, he said, the admiral’s blood
will lie at the door of those who do not explain what they
meaned by their sentence, of which no man else could give an
interpretation. And it was the more necessary they should,
as they had brought on officers an impossibility of serving
under the twelfth article. He reverted to the conduct of the
admiral, recapitulated some of the chief passages of the trial,
urged that there had been an appearance of judgment in his
conduct, which had only been defeated by the ships of the
French being cleaner and in better order. One witness had
deposed that there appeared no backwardness in the admiral
in coming to action—then, for God’s sake, of what was he con-
demned ? Not a murmur was heard on his return to Gibraltar.
It seems he did not hoist his top-galant sail—zkat was, not
doing his utmost! What a gross, shocking mistake of the
court-martial, to think that the twelfth article reached to this
want of a top-galant sail! The letter to the admiralty he
concluded had been laid before his Majesty, where he hoped
the great severity of a blundering sentence would be properly
considered—for, when 1t came to be considered and con-
strued, could any man living suppose that the court-martial
intended to express any blame but of error of judgment?
Sure they were at liberty to explain this! It stood in the
law that they might, but they must first be empowered
by act of parliament to disclose what had passed amongst
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sentence was thought extremely cruel; and well might people
think so, when the judges who promounced it declared they
thought so themselves. Perhaps it might be deemed adviseable
not to carry it into execution—it certainly would be mercy to
the judges and to the distress of their consciences: nor would
clash with the King’s promise, who certainly never engaged
his royal word to adopt the worst construction of a doubtfull
law. He wished to hear something thrown out for com-
passion.

This humane and pathetic speech—to the shame of our
country I may call it this bold speech, considering in how
unpopular circumstances it was made, was received with an
attention and sensibility, which showed that truth and justice
had been strangers, [who] to be approved, wanted only to be
known. ‘

Lord Strange said, he was at a loss to account for the court-
martial being so affected. He thought the article plain enough,
and to revise it would be more absurd than any thing but the
sentence. If the court-martial had done justice, how would it
be just to them to alter the article? They had puzzled them-
selves, and now the house was going to puzzle the service.
We had no pretence to retry the cause. (An odd argument,
if the court had been puzzled and had given an absurd sen-
tence.) If the members of the court would apply separately
for revision, they might. For himself, he could not agree to
weaken that article : nor would it, he believed, be to any pur-
pose. He had never seen a sea-sentence that a landsman could






150

17579.

February.
¢ Debate on
Byng’s sen-
tence.

MEMOIRES OF

though single, would petition for execution. Of all men, the
commissioners of the Admiralty ought the least to interpose.
But what indeed could add weight in the prisoner’s favour to
the recommendation of his judges ?

Campbell, pursuing his blow, said, surely they who have
all the proofs before them are the properest to enforce the
recommendation of the judges.

Sir Francis Dashwood, perceiving an impression of tender-
ness made, and unwilling to drive a majority to rigour by fur-
nishing them with the triumph of carrying a question, desired
leave to withdraw his motion on the article ; when Fox, who
chose to wear, like the day, an aspect of compassion, and at
the same time to fasten difficulty and unpopularity on the
new minister and his friends, rose to say, that he could not
comprehend the delicacy of the Admiralty in not laying their
scruples before the King. That during the nine years that
himself had been secretary at war, it had been his constant
practice on all courts-martial to acquaint the King with any
favorable circumstances that had appeared. That he had
always found his Majesty disposed to lenity, and when he said
nothing, the King would ask, « Have you nothing favorable to
tell me?” Silence always implied that there was nothing. If
the lords of the Admiralty thought the court-martial meaned
error of judgment, they ought to tell the King so. Any one
lord of the Admiralty might; Admiral Forbes might. That
in signing the warrant, never till now had been used the
words, « It is His Majesty’s pleasure.” He recommended
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precedents to show they had taken the word pleasure from the
minutes in the books of the Admiralty: Prince George had
particularly notified Queen Anne’s pleasure on Kirby and
Wade. And the latter dropped, that it was decided by poli-
tical writers, that in general commanders in chief should not
be tried but for treachery. Lord Strange spoke to order, and
to have the question read, that these discussions might be
finished. The day concluded with Fox’s saying with great
solemnity, that he had not said, and he thanked God had not
heard, a word to exclude mercy—An asseveration he had
better not have made—He had fastened the duty of repre-
sentation on the Admiralty: if they applied for mercy, the
odium would be theirs. If they did not, the King remained
in possession of pleading, that as the Admiralty had made no
application for mercy, after being publicly exhorted to it,
it was evident that they had no favorable circumstances to
represent.

The next day Pitt did move the King for mercy, but was
cut very short—nor did his Majesty remember to ask his
usual question, whether there were any favorable circumstances ?
The Duke of Bedford, whose good heart broke from his con-
nections, applied too, was better heard, but with no better
success. Mrs. Osborn, the admiral’s sister, being advised to
sollicit the same duke to present a petition from her, he ex-
cused himself, nor in all the openings to compassion that
followed did his grace take the least part; though he had
been one of the most vehement to condemn the court-martial.
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who, Walpole fondly imagined, could not in decency refuse
such a request, and who was the more pron : from his authority
in the house, and as a relation of Mr. Keppel. Fox was much
surprized, knew not what to determine, said he was uncertain
—and left the house. The time pressed, the Speaker was
going to put the question for the orders of the day, after
which no new motion can be made; it was Friday too; the
house would sit neither on Saturday nor Sunday, and but a
possibility of two days remained to intercept the execution,
which was to be on Monday; and the whole operation of
what Keppel should have to say, its effects, the pardon 'if
procured, the dispatch to Portsmouth, and the reprieve, all to
be crouded into so few hours! Walpole was in agony what
step to take—at that instant he saw Sir Francis Dashwood
going up the house ; he flew down from the gallery, called Sir
Francis, hurried the notification to him, and Sir Francis, with
the greatest quickness of tender apprehension (the Speaker
had actually read the question and put it while all this was
passing) called out from the floor before he had time to take
his place, “ Mr. Speaker”—and then informed the house of
Mr. Keppel’s desire that some method might be found of
empowering him and the other members of the court-martial
to declare what had been their intention in pronouncing Mr.
Byng guilty. Sir John Philipps opposed the motion, saying,
the cause was not before the house. George Townshend
approved the question, saying, he seconded it, not pleading
so much for mercy to the prisoner, as to his judges. Pitt
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cruelty his blood ran cold at. Then the oath of secrecy being
read, Thornbagh, a foolish man, who knew to do nothing but
what he had sometimes seen done, moved for the orders of the
day. Sir Francis Dashwood reprimanded him severely; and
the house behaved with great decency: the Duke of New-
castle’s faction with total silence. Campbell, whose natural
goodness could not on a surprize prefer the wrong side to the
tender one, said, he rose for fear of being included in his
opinion of the other day. He thought the bill so necessary
now, that he wished to have it read three times directly.
George Grenville thought the members of the court-martial
might speak without the bill, as their oath only forbad them
to divulge the opinion of any single man. Lord George Sack-
ville was of the same opinion, and wished what had passed
might be communicated to his Majesty without any address in
form. Keppel professed he had still doubts whether he could
speak without a dispensing act. Mr. Conway agreed with
Lord George, and thought that such members of the court-
martial as were in town ought to have a day to consider on it.
Pitt said, he honoured Mr. Keppel for his doubt ; wished him
to consult with his friends that night; and told him, that in
regard to them the house would sit the next day. For him-
self, he should in their case have no hesitation to speak
without the act, as they only desired to tell where it was
most proper for them to tell: he hoped they would lay their
sentiments at his Majesty’s feet the next morning. Some

other opinions. of no consequence following, Lord George
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with a German subsidy and a breach of privilege. Fox had
immediate notice by Rigby from the Duke of Bedford of what
had paséed in council, and came-armed to attack Pitt on this
indiscretion. Pitt had no sooner delivered the royal message,
than Fox rose cavilling. He desired to have the message
read again :—there were words in it that struck his ear in a
very extraordinary manner! 7%e King having been informed
that @ member in his place! Who informed him? ~Who be-
trayed to the crown what was said in parliament? What
minister was so ignorant as to advise the crown to take notice
of having had such intelligence ? Did ministers dare to avow
that they made representations of the speeches of particular
men ? Indeed it had now been done for a laudable purpose ;
but by the same rule might be practiced for a bad one; and
on no account must be sufferred to stréngthen into a precedent.
He desired to be showed one instance since the reign of James
the First, where the privileges of parliament had been so
sported with. .
Pitt replied with great indignation, that the time had been
too pressing to consult precedents. He had not thought.the
life of a man was to be trifled with while clerks were searching
records. He had founded himself on a peculiarity of case, that
was its own precedent, and could be so to no other : a precedent
that could never be extended but by a wicked parliament. Ile
had been doing his duty in parliament the day before, had
heard the momentous doubts of Mr. Keppel, and had repre-
sented them :—he should have been ashamed to run away basely

-
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what latitude it had been thought they might take in dis-
pensing with it: but they were not altered in the least, and
till an absolving act should pass, could say nothing.

Do they still desire the act? said Lord Strange. Could
any body, replied Keppel, mention what weight they had on
their minds, and not desire it still ?

The Speaker then, trimming between Pitt and Fox, de-
clared himself extremely hurt with the words, pronounced
them wrong, and of most dangerous consequence, and what
had always been reckoned breaches of privilege :—he. was
satisfied there had been no bad intention in it. He knew
Mr. Pitt would as soon lose his hand, as violate the rights of
parliament—indeed, there had been no necessity for the words
in question ; the message might have been worded differently:
but he would pawn his soul there had been no wrong design
in it. It might be entered, observing that objections had been
made to the offensive phrase ; the necessity of which might be
stated too. TFor Mr. Fox, he had done his duty, and himself
would do public right to him. 1 did the same justice to Mr.
Pitt, said Fox. General Conway agreed that there had been
little occasion to describe so particularly what had passed:
and he asked whether it was necessary to enter the whole of
the message. The house, said the.‘Speake.r, may enter what it
pleases; but it is a message sent solemnly by the King, and 1
never knew an instance of overlooking it. George Grenville
went farther, and said, he would never consent to have it
entered defectively. Beckford called the bill so unpopular a
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the prisoner, and then come and complain of their own sen-
tence? For his part, his feeling sometimes operated upon his
reason, and he supposed, did: on that of others. See, then,
whither sollicitation and bribery might go. The King desires
to have his doubts cleared up—but don’t let this bill go imme-
diately to pardon. Give way to the bill—what was to follow
would be a subsequent consideration. The court had gone
no farther than to acquit the admiral of cowardice. He hoped
the parliament would ask the King for the examination, either
to rescind the sentence, or to order a new trial. He had not,
he said, run away basely the day before, but from his judg-
ment: Mr. Keppel had told him what he meaned to do. He
did not think himself necessary to every council, and had fore-
seen what confusion would follow. He had not voted against
the bill, and said, “ Let Mr. Byng die.on Monday.” He had
gone away, his compassion strugling with his reason. On con-
sideration, he had returned like a man to the hard part. If
the King had felt, was it not proper he should feel too? He
begged care might be taken not. to establish this measure for
a precedent ;- nor could it be reasonable to frame a.new article
of war, because the court-martial had not understood the
present. He: should be for the bill, though he would not
(like Mr.. Pitt), declare that most good would follow from
pardon. ‘Hearinga great minister say so, he thought pardon
was determined. Ye't, for himself, he should have left the
merit of it to the King’s mercy—but now it was the act of the
minister. He still wished to see.more. grounds for the bill.
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that cruel situation? ought not the King? ought not the
court-martial, some of whom were on the point of sailing to
America? Why hang this matter up for some days, in which
the fate of the nation might be decided? There was nothing
of party in this—any number that were willing to tell, ought
to be heard : might not they want to say that they had thought
themselves bound to find error of judgment capital? To them
he would have the article explained. He feared, if this was
pending too long, it might produce riots.

Henley, the attorney-general, endeavoured still to show
that the Dbill was unnecessary, and that the members might
dispense with their oath. He suggested that the bill might
be rejected in the other house ; and asked, who was to examine
the members of the court-martial.

Doddington said, he had sought compassion and relief—
had found compassion even when /e called; but relief could
only come constitutionally through justice. The court-martial
indeed did at last perceive that they might have been mis-
taken. Were he in their place, he should not have waited for
a bill—he should have thought a life was to be saved at any
rate.

Legge declared himself free from any bias one way or
other. Had Mr. Byng been found guilty, nobody would be
more ready to condemn him : but it appeared that ke was only
a sacrifice to discipline ; and we must not imagine that we
should draw down blessings on our fleets by human sa-
crifices. He begged that, by adhering to the letter of this
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of their own behaviour, not those of others. George Grenville
added a clause, that they should not be obliged to speak, if
not willing. The bill went through the committee, and was
ordered to be reported on Monday.

It may easily be imagined what variety of passions were
excited by this extraordinary affair. Curiosity to know what
black management had left such * seruples on the minds of
some of the judges of the court-martial, was the common and
natural consequence: the very novelty of tools of power sink-
ing under a consciousness of guilt, or under the conviction of
having unwittingly been made the tools of power, was sufficient
to raise the utmost attention. The few poor well-wishers of
the condemned saw a gleam of truth darting upon a prison
which they had scarce ventured to incur the odium of ap-
proaching—and if there had been such black management
(a question scarce admitting an if; considering all that had
preceded and all that followed) the actors in so dark a
tragedy undoubtedly did not feel the most pleasing sensations
from the illustration that now seemed unavoidable. The
latter description of men appeared to be in danger of changing
unpopular situations with the admiral—they were soon the
only satisfied class, the only triumphant—for by the very next
day after the bill had been read in the House of Commons, by
Sunday evening, it was blazed over the ‘town, that the four
sea-officers named by Mr. Keppel, disclaimed him, and denied

* I do not mean to say that none of the judges on the court-martial had really
been convinced that by the severity of the law they could not acquit the admiral,
though they thought him guilty of only a momentary error of judgment.
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Keppel’s conscience >—a fact that I shall mention presently,
when the father * of the man whose power Geary dreaded, asked
for a day of peculiar significance, will explain and cannot in
the nature of things be disjoined from that sagacious captain’s
conception of what interests were concerned to impose silence
on the court-martial.

Monday, 28th.—The bill was reported, and Potter moved
to have it read the third time ; when Fox rising, said, he heard
some information was going to be given, which ought to pre-
cede any progress in the bill. Holmes, a brother of one of
the four, said, he had heard something had passed on Saturday,
which he supposed the gentleman that had occasioned it would
stand up and explain. Keppel rose, and said, he had parti-
cularized the names of four, who he understood and did believe
had commissioned him to move the house on. their behalf.
That Holmes had said, “ Sure you mistook me!” Another
of them said the same. He argued it with them; they per-
sisted, and said he had mistaken : Holmes adding, I am easy
in my mind, and desire to say nothing farther.” That he
believed it would be useless to call Mr. Holmes. That for
Geary, he was not absolutely off nor on, but should have no,‘
objection to speak, if all were compelled. For the other two,
Norris and Moore, they'were desirous to abide by what they
had said; that they had even written him a letter, in which
they said, « The world says we have varied, but we desire to

* [Lord Hardwicke. .Lord Anson had married his daughter. It must, how-

ever, be admitted, that our author’s language in this passage is as obscure as his
reasoning is unfair and inconclusive. E.]
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the court-martial seven, he observed, were in town. Of them,
Holbourn had declined to meddle; Dennis had withdrawn
from the house; Holmes declared himself easy in his mind
Geary had desired not to speak, unless the whole number did.
Thus a majority of those in town did not approve the bill.
He therefore desired that the three willing ones would sign a
petition, saying, in their opinions they had something to tell
material for the King’s information. If it was not material
enough to have the sentence reversed, but only that they
might explain their own motives, he should not think the
bill necessary.

Nugent said, though not one should apply, the absurdity
of the sentence was glaring enough to call for the bill. TFox
interrupted him, spea'tking to order—the sentence was not
before the house. Nugent replied, every man in the house
had read the sentence—could they, who, in conscience, honour,
and justice, had signed the letter for mercy, refuse to speak if
their mouths were ophened? Fox said, the sentence and letter
ought first to be called for. The sentence was on oath, the
letter not. He affirmed he did not believe they had any
thing material to say. Would Mr. Keppel say he thought it
material ? :

Velters Cornwall condemned the bill, and said, Mr. Byng
had undone one ministry, was going to undo another: the
King had been advised ignobly and unwisely.

Colonel John Fitzwilliam, who had never opened before in
parliament, came with much importance and a list of questions
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letter of intercession—the explanation of the article has in:
creased his inquietude—he had rather it should be thought
poor weakness, than a desire of giving trouble. He concluded
with these words: « I do think my desire of being at liberty
does imply something great, and what his Majesty should know.”
The house was struck :—Fox said, I am satisfied. After-
wards 1 shall propose means to prevent such bills for the
future.

Charles Townshend, who had taken no part hitherto, and
who had followed Mr. Pitt into a system built on the ruin of
Mr. Fox, said, to the surprize of every body, that he had in-
tended to second Fox, but was content too. He congratulated
the house on obtaining these grounds for their proceedings by
Mr. Fox’s means. His brother, offended at this wonderfull
declaration, told him, if he had been present the first day, he
would not have wanted those grounds. Charles appealed to
the house, if first, second, or third day, they had been so fully
explained. Pitt, still more provoked, said, with the utmost
contempt, and with the most marked accent, no man of com-
mon sense or common integrity could say this matter had
been opened on any other foundation—yet he wished Charles
Townshend joy that Ais conscience was made easy. But how
did it appear that the King was so misinformed? May I,
added Pitt, fall when T refuse pity to such a suit as Mr.
Keppel's, justifying.a man who lies in captivity and the shadow
of death! I thank God, I feel something more than popu-
larity ; I feel justice! The message, he owned, haq been
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said, was nothing to the question. Pitt replied, that he was
surprized at being coupled with Mr. Fox, who had spoken
five times, he but once—yet Fox had not been suppressed.
Could I, said he, sit silent under the accusation of misinforming
the King? The Speaker vindicated himself, talked of his
unbiassed impartiality and integrity; and the bill passed,
Cornwall dividing the house with 22 more against 153 ; and it
was sent to the Lords.

March 1st.—The Lords read the bill. Lord Mansfield
treated Keppel’s behaviour as weak and inconsistent: made a
panegyric on the twelfth article, which he said had restored
discipline : censured the House of Commons for precipitate
proceedings ; and went indecently into the question of the
admiral’s behaviour ; for which he was called to order by Lord
Denbigh, who told him, that to evade the pressing arguments
that called for the bill, he had endeavoured cruelly to raise in-
dignation against the prisoner, who might receive benefit from
the scruples of his judges; whose scruples and request were
alone the objects before the house. The chief justice replied,
he did not intend to oppose the whole bill—but he must ask,
who they were that demanded it? What! a month * after
sentence! was what they had to say within the oath of secrecy ?
Indeed, he had always been against the oath; he never ap-
proved judging in a mask. He had heard of a case where a
majority voted that a sentence should be wnanimous. He

* A lawyer, it seems, would establish prescription even against conscience !
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Lord Temple gave much the same account that I have
given, of his own behaviour, as first lord of the admiralty ;
he read the letter from the court-martial, and thought that
their anxiety must have proceeded from having meant error of
judgment. A

Lord Halifax spoke strongly for the bill, and urged that it
was founded on justice and humanity; condemned the sen-
tence, and said, i¢ appealed from itself. 'That if the judges of
that court had thought the admiral really guilty, they had
been most guilty to write such aletter. As that could not be
the case, could their lordships avoid wishing to have the
bottom of such a strange transaction known? He excused
the court-martial for having staid so long between their letter
and any farther step, because they waited to see what effect,
and | concluded the effect they promised themselves would
follow from their letter. That the sentence could not be
annulled without this bill, nor explained without it, for had it
been possible for any man, Lord Mansfield would have made
sense of it.

Lord Hardwicke pleaded against the bill, upon the single
supposition that they were to tell the opinions of each other.
He desired that all of them might be ordered to attend, and
asked whether these scruples had not flowed from sollicitations,
and from being tampered with by the admiral’s friends—and
he, who said he wished to inquire whether they had not been
tampered with by the admiral’s friends—proposed—what ?

that they should not attend #Z Thursday—it was then
Tuesday.
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whose intrigues and authority I cannot help imputing in great
measure the admiral’s catastrophe? Who, when I paint a
shrewd old lawyer, as weakly or audaciously betraying his
own dark purposes in so solemn an assembly, but will suspect
that I forged an event which seems so strongly to prove all
that T have charged on him? In answer to these doubts, I
can only say, that this was one of the events on which I formed
my opinion; that it is strictly true; and that I would not
venture to report it, unless it had passed in so solemn and
public a place as the House of Lords, where all who there
were present heard, and could not but avow that I speak
truth—in short, Lord Hardwicke, as a reason for deferring to
hear till Thursday the members of the court-martial, pleaded
that there was an Irish cause depending before the house,
which was appointed for the next day (Wednesday).—If ever
the least public business that pressed, had not made all law-
suits give way, this might have been at least a precedeuted
reason—but what was the bill in question? Certainly in the
then situation of affairs of as critical importance, and of as
much expectation as had ever engaged the attention of the
public—and to want to postpone it to an obscure Irish cause!
—Could good-nature in person forbear to surmize, that this
demand of an intervening day was, could only be made, to
gain time to tamper with the witnesses? Good-nature at least

would allow, that who suspects such men as Geary of being

.tampered with by the poor and powerless relations of a cri-
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that winds and that fleets sailing in their country’s cause
were of more instant importance than a case of Irish bank-
ruptcy, prevailed even on the late scrupulous chancellor to
postpone private justice for one day, and the court-martial
were ordered to attend the next.

March 2d.—The day opened with a complaint preferred
by Lord Sandwich against the publisher of a newspaper, who
had printed the oath of secrecy with false additions. Lord
Mansfield took on himself the management of the examination.
To combat his ability and Hardwicke’s acrimony, the unhappy
admiral had no friend among the lords but the Earl of Halifax;
honest and well-disposed, but no match for the art of the one,
or the overbearingness of the other, and on too good terms
with both to oppose them in a manner to do any service; and
Lord Temple, circumscribed both in interest and abilities from
being thoroughly usefull. 'The chief justice acquainted the
house that the questions he proposed to put to the members
of the court-martial were, “ Whether they knew any matter
previous to the sentence, which would show it to be unjust, or
procured by any unlawfull means ? and, whether they thought
themselves restrained by their oath from disclosing such
matter ?” Lord Temple said, Every body would be at liberty
to ask any other questions; and Lord Halifax said, They
would not be confined to those of Lord Mansfield. '

Admiral Smith, the president of the court, was then called;
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whether he could reveal any thing relative to the sentence,
that was necessary for the King to know, and to incline him to
mercy ? The admiral said, Indeed I have not; farther than
what I wrote at that time to Lord Lyttelton, signifying that
we were willing to attend, to give our reasons for signing that
letter. Lord Lyttelton said, he had returned that letter to
the admiral, that he might read it there. ILord Hardwicke
asked, whether he thought himself restrained by his oath from
mentioning . those reasons? He answered, the application for
mercy was unanimous. I think I am at liberty to give the
reasons why I requested that mercy—Nobody chose to ask
him those reasons—The friends of Mr. Byng, one must sup-
pose, lest it should interfere with the necessity of the bill.
His enemies did not desire to know themselves, or that any
body else should.

Admiral Holbourn was then called, and to the two former
questions of Lord Mansfield, and to the two of Lord Halifax,
answered bluntly, No.

The next that appeared was Admiral Norris; a most weak
man, who after resisting from the friends of Mr. Byng great
sollicitations to interpose in time in favour of the prisoner, to
whom he was believed the best disposed (except Moore, the
greatest professor of tenderness to Mr. Byng’s family) had at
last sunk under great inquietudes of remorse ; and had pressed
most earnestly for parliamentary relief. If in effect he over-
turned all the consequences of that compunction, he was to be
pitied more than blamed: struck with awe of the tribunal
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any thing that was necessary for the King to know, and that
would incline him to mercy ? He begged leave not to answer,
and withdrew. The contradiction in this behaviour must be
left to the comment of the reader. The only observation I
would make, not only on Norris, but on his associates (I speak
not of those who evidently were influenced) is this: If] as they
all said, they knew nothing unjust, why did they sollicit to be
released from an oath of secrecy, under the lock of which they
had no secret?—is it not more probable that they were
ashamed of what they had done, and neither knew how to
bear or avow it ?

Admiral Broderick was short and steady in negatives to
all the questions. Holmes as explicit, saying he knew nothing
to incline the King to mercy but the sentence and their letter.
Lord Halifax then informed the Lords, that Norris had re-
collected himself, and desired to return to the bar. Lord
Cholmondeley and Lord Stamford objected to it, but even
Lord Hardwicke could not close with such rigour, though he
declared against repeating the like indulgence. Norris re-
turning, and being asked if he knew any thing proper for his
Majesty to know, and that might incline him to mercy, replied,
At the time that I said I desired the act might pass, I thought
we should have an opportunity of exploining our reasons for
signing the sentence. These words, though obscure, and by no
means adequate to what was expected from his desire of being
reheard, seemed to imply that he had been drawn into the
harshness of the sentence from some arguments of the im-
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No. Whether desirous of the bill ? « Yes, undoubtedly.” Whe-
ther he knew any - thing necessary for the knowledge of the
King, and conducive to mercy? Keppel: “I cannot answer
that, without particularizing my vote and opinion.” Lord
Halifax asked him whether he thought his particular reasons
had been asked now? He replied, No. He retired. If
Keppel had had no more to tell, than that he had been drawn
into the harsher measure by the probability of the gentler pre-
ponderating at last, he had in truth been much misunderstood :
his regret had worn all the appearance of remorse. How he
came to appear so calm and so indifferent at the last moment
in which either regret or remorse could hope to have any
effect, I pretend not to decide. Such as showed any com-
punction of any sort I would excuse to the utmost.—Those
who determined no compunction should operate, and those
who, like Moore and Geary, abandoned their contrition to
make their court, I desire not to absolve. The former were
gratified, the latter were rewarded. Dennis was the last who
appeared, and took care to have no more tenderness before the
lords than he had exerted in the House of Commons. A
Lord Temple then desired that the court-martial might
be absolved from their attendance; and that the depositions
might be read over. When finished, he said (what indeed in
his situation he could not well help saying, considering how
few questions had been. put except the captious ones of Lord
Mansfield, and how little satisfaction had been obtained, and
that even Keppel himself had not said half so much as he had
said in the House of Commons), Lord Temple, I say, after
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1757.  the friends of Mr. Byng could no longer expect any merey.
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sentence and such a recommendation from his judges; if the
remorse of those judges could only interpose; undoubtedly

their retracting all distress of conscience, and upholding their

sentence in a firmer manner than when they first pronounced
it, could neither give the King a new handle to pardon, nor
any hopes to the admiral’s well-wishers. They despaired,
though they ceased not to sollicit. Of the court-martial * it
must be remembered, that Norris, who had faltered, was never
after employed—that Keppel was—that Moore had immediately
assigned to him the most profitable station during the war.

I hasten to the conclusion of the tragedy: a few intervening
incidents I shall resume afterwards.

The 14th of March was appointed for execution.—Yet
one more unexpected event seemed to promise another inter-
ruption. The city of London had all along assumed that
unamiable department of a free government, inconsiderate
clamour for punishment. But as a mob is always the first
engine of severity, so it is generally the foremost, often the
sole body that melts and feels compassion when it is too late.
Their favorite spectacle is a brave sufferer. This time they
anticipated tenderness. On the 9th, at eleven at night, four
Tory aldermen went to Dickinson, the lord mayor, to desire

* As some of them said in plain terms that they were satisfied with the sen-
tence, in how many contradictions were they involved! By the very wording of
the sentence, which expressed dissatisfaction ; by the letter that accompanied it ; by

Admiral Smith’s letter to Sir R. Lyttelton, which said that they were all willing to
appear before the privy-council or the parliament to explain their reasons!
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arrived, adhered to his purpose. He took an easy leave of his
friends, detained the officers not a moment, went directly to
the deck, and placed himself in a chair with neither ceremony
nor lightness. Some of the more humane officers represented
to him, that his face being uncovered, might throw reluctance
into the executioners; and besought him to suffer a hand-
kerchief. He replied with the same unconcern, « If it will
frighten them, let it be done: they would not frighten me.”
His eyes were bound ; they shot, and he fell at once *.

It has often been remarked, that whoever dies in public,
dies well. Perhaps those, who, trembling most, maintain a
dignity in their fate, are the bravest: resolution on reflection
is real courage. It is less condemnable, than a melancholy
vain-glory, when some men are ostentatious at their death.

But surely a man who can adjust the circumstances of his

* [The following extract from our author’s private correspondenee in MS. cor-
roborates the account given in the text, and as it contains some further particulars,
may be acceptable to the reader. E.]

Mareh 17, 1757.—¢ Admiral Byng’s tragedy was compleated on Monday—a
perfeet tragedy—for there were variety of ineidents, villainy, murder, and a hero.
His sufferings, persecutions, aspersions, disturbances, nay, the revolutions of his
fate, had notin the least unhinged his mind ; his whole behaviour was natural and
firm. A few days before, one of his friends standing by him, said, * Whieh of us
is tallest ?” He replied, ¢ Why this ceremony ? I know what it means; let the man
come and measure me for my coffin.” He said, that being acquitted of cowardice,
and being persuaded on the coolest reflection, that he had acted for the best, and
should act so again, he was not unwilling to suffer. "He desired to be shot on the
quarter-deck, not where common malefactors are :—came out at twelve—sat down
in a chair, for he would not kneel, and refused to have his face covered, that his
countenance might show whether he feared death; but being told that it might
frighten his executioners, he submitted; gave the signal at once; received one
shot through the head, another through the heart, and fell.”
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sufferings, with whatever kind intention, I unhappily pro-
tracted !

The cosinhood intended to supply Byng’s seat at Rochester
with Dr. Hay of their own Admiralty, whom Fox had jostled
out of parliament. The King, by suggestion from the same
quarter, told Lord Temple, « That Rochester was a borough
of the crown, not of the Admiralty ; nor did he like Hay or
any of their Admiralty; they had endeavoured to represent
his justice as cruelty; he would have Admiral Smith chosen
there.” The subject was artfully selected, a relation of their
own. Lord Tempje, with more calmness and decency than he
often condescended to employ in the cabinet, contested it
long: and at last said, he would not obstruct his Majesty’s
service and commands—but he would be no borough-jobber,
he would have nothing to do with it, nor would he pay the
price of blood by bringing into parliament the president of
that court that had condemned Admiral Byng. As the mea-
sure was taken to get rid of Mr. Pitt and his friends, it was hoped
they would resign on this obstacle, which might pass for a
private affair: but they were too wise to be the dupes. The
Duke of Devonshire was ordered to recommend Admiral Smith
to Rochester, but the poor man was shocked both at succeeding
a person he had sentenced, and at being chosen for a stum-
bling-block to his friends. He said he had not sufficient
estate for a qualification ; and declined. Admiral Townshend,
the gaoler of Byng, had no scruples, and was elected.

On the 8th of this month advice was received that a French
army of one hundred and four thousand men, commanded by
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making an instrument of oppression. He was succeeded by
Dr. Hutton, Archbishop of York, a finer gentleman, except
where money was in question. The Duke of Newcastle, to
pay court to Leicester-house, had promised York to Dr.
Thomas, of Peterborough, the Prince’s preceptor: but though
he had been raised by the King himself, his Majesty (to thwart
the Princess, who had indulged the bishop in no weight with
her son, and was consequently indifferent about him), refused
to confirm the grant, and bestowed the archbishoprick on
Gilbert, of Salisbury, who had formerly shed courtly tears in a
sermon on the Queen. Gilbert was composed of that common
mixture, ignorance, meanness, and arrogance. Having once
pronounced that Dr. King ought to be expelled Oxford for
disaffection, the latter said he would consent to expulsion,
provided Gilbert would propose it in convocation—the motion
must have been in Latin. Thomas was permitted to succeed
to Salisbury. On the news of Gilbert’s promotion, they rung
the bells at York backwards in detestation of him. He opened
a great table there, and in six months they thought him the
most christian prelate that had ever sat in that see.
18th.—Legge opened the new taxes, and particularly pro-
posed to abolish the commissioners of wine-licences, which
office he would incorporate with that of the stamps. Among
those commissioners was one Harris, a dependent and intimate
of Fox, who broke out on this occasion in the most imprudent
manner—¢ Was this the beginning of reformation ? why was
it not carried farther ? why not abolish one of the secretaries
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insinuated innumerable prejudices and obstructions to the new
ministers. At this juncture the King cast his eyes on the
Duke, as the sole resource for Hanover. His son had saved
his crown; he wished to owe the preservation of the dearer
Electorate to him. The Duke was very averse to the charge.
War with all its charms could not tempt him now. His
many defeats by the French still ached. If to be clogged
with orders from Pitt, if to be obliged to communicate
with him, and depend on him for supplies, command itself
would lose its lustre. Even if succesfull, the popularity of
Pitt would ravish half his laurels—should he miscarry, his
misfortunes would all be imputed to himself. Fox snatched
at this dilemma: he knew the King would pay any price to
rescue Hanover, and suggested to the Duke to demand as a
previous condition the dismission of Pitt—could his Majesty
hesitate between an unwelcome servant and a favorite do-
minion? The terms were granted—but were too soon per-
formed. The King hurried away the Duke. His Royal
Highness would not endure even for a fortnight to be account-
able to Pitt: yet there had been no time to settle a new
administration. The inquiries still hung over the heads of
the old ministers; and though a whole parliament of his own
interposed their bucklers, Newcastle shuddered at the glimpse
of an axe in the faint hand of a wearied rabble. Tox wished
for power without the name of it; Newecastle for both. If his
grace would have united with him, Fox would have taken the
paymastership with a peerage for his wife, and a pension of
2000!.-a year on Ireland for himself. But Newcastle could
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1757.  and the admiral, in which the advantafge did not lie on the side
March.  of the battle of Oudenarde.

m‘f;‘lzi‘rgye i The King resenting this and other instances in the strongest

manner, Lord Temple sent him word by the Duke of Devon-

shire, that he could not serve him more, though he should not

resign till a convenient opportunity; that he would not even

have come out of his Majesty’s closet as a minister, if it would

not have distressed those with whom he was connected. Pitt

himself kept in the outward room, saying, he no longer looked

upon himself as a minister; and attributing this storm solely

to Fox, he bad Lord George Sackville, who was feeling about

for a reconciliation between him and Newcastle, tell that duke,

that he was not so averse to him as his grace had been told : let

him judge by my actions, added he, if I have been averse to him.

The idea of the approaching change no sooner spread than

it occasioned the greatest astonishment : indignation followed ;

ridicule kept up the indignation. The first jealousy was, that

British troops would attend the Duke to Germany. Fox

called on Legge in the house to disavow this, which he did;

and the former declared, that it had never existed even in the

wish of his royal highness—(that measure indeed was reserved

for Pitt!) George Townshend, to prevent the change by

intimidating, called for more papers; but as Fox wished for

nothing more than to dispatch the inquiries, after which he

-would be at liberty to appear again 'on the scene; he pressed

to have them begin ; and Townshend was forced to yield that

they should commence on the 19th of April, the first day after

the recess of Easter. Sir Francis Dashwood said, that day
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he did not love Pitt. After an uncertainty of near three
weeks, he resigned; but by a letter to the Duke of Devon-
shire avoided as much as possible to have it thought that he
quitted from attachment to Pitt. Resigning with him and
not for him, Townshend thought, intituled him to be restored
with Pitt, yet would not subject him to the King’s displeasure.

All men were curious to see the new administration. None
was formed. ILord Igremont had consented to accept the
seals of secretary of state, but soon desired to be excused. He
had miscarried with Lord Granville, had not succeeded better
by assiduous court to Newcastle, and now attaching himself
to Fox, had his hopes soon blasted with this blossom of an
administration. Doddington, who had gone in and out too
often to lose any reputation by one more promotion or dis-
grace, was ready to take any thing. Sir George Lee, who
could not give up the hopes of being prime minister, though
never thought of but when he could not be so, prepared to
accept the chancellorship of the exchequer; and Lord Win-
chelsea, uniform in detesting the Grenvilles, immediately en-
tered upon his old office, the admiralty, with a motley board
composed of Boscawen, (one of the last set), Rowley, (of the
foregoing), Moyston, his own nephew, Lord Carysfort, and
young Sandys. Elliot was offerred to remain, but refused ;
and W. Gerard Hamilton was designed for the seventh.

Yet an admiralty did not make an administration. No
man of abilities or reputation would inlist—even Sir Thomas
Robinson refused to take the seals again. Yet the Duke em-
barked with satisfaction, telling Mr. Conway, the King could
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castle had left too little power to Fox in their joint admi-
nistration, for it to be possible with any degree of decency to
brand the one, and slide over the errors of the other, with
whom Pitt wished to unite. Yet the temper of the nation
left him master to take whatever resolution he pleased. The
rashness of throwing government into imminent confusion
at such a juncture, struck both the enemies and friends of
Fox. His ambition was glaring ; his interestedness, not even
specious. Pitt had acted during his short reign with a
haughty reserve, that, if it had kept off dependents and at-
tachments, at least had left him all the air of patriot privacy ;
and having luckily, from the King’s dislike of him, and from
the shortness of the time, been dipt but in few ungracious

businesses, he came back to the mob scarce

shorn of his beams.

" The stocks fell ; the common council voted the freedom of
the city both to Pitt and Legge *; Sir John Barnard alone
giving a negative. Allen of Bath procured them the same
honour from thence ; and for some weeks it rained gold boxes :
Chester, Worcester, Norwich, Bedford, Salisbury, Yarmouth,
Tewksbury, Newecastle-on-Tyne, Stirling, and other populous
and chief towns following the example. Exeter, with singular
affectation, sent boxes of heart of oak. On the other hand, a.
paper was affixed to the gate of St. James’s with these words,

* A card was published representing Pitt and Legge, like Don Quixote and
Sancho Panga, in a triumphal car, with this motto,

~——Et sibi Consul
Ne placeat, servus curru portatur eodem.~Juv.
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now, when this vain man was arrived at the period of detected
misgovernment with regard to his country, of ingratitude and
disobedience to his master, of caprice, duplicity, and irreso-
lution toward sall factions ; when under prosecution by parlia-
ment, and frowned on by his sovereign; at this instant were
the hopes, the vows of all men addressed to him! The outcast
of the ministry, the scorn of the court, the jest of the people,
was the arbiter of Britain : her King, her patriots, her factions,
waited to see into what scale he would fling his influence !

In the meantime the inquiries began April 19th. I shall
give but a summary account of them: it would be ridiculous
to enter into the detail of a pantomime, from which nothing
was intended, expected, or produced. The Townshends pre-
tended to be managers against the ministers: Hume Campbell
and Lord Royston acted with spirit and sense for their friends :
Ellis was agent for Fox. The latter himself meddled a little,
pointing out where inconveniences might arrive to government
from probing intelligence too nicely. The examination began
with reading all the papers in order; intelligence, letters,
orders, &c. But no kind of check had been held over the
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